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NCaeyc’s
Annual
Conference
In 1953, a dedicated group of early educators came
together to form the North Carolina Kindergarten
Association (NCKA) to “promote the professional
growth of its members, to increase community
understanding of the Kindergarten child and to work
toward the attainment of standards established by the
State Department of Public Instruction.” In 1974, NCKA
reorganized to become the state affiliate for the National
Association for the Education of Young Children,
broadening our focus to children birth through age eight.
Through the support, commitment, and engagement of over 2000 members,
NCaeyc continues to promote and inspire excellence in care and education in three ways:

We EDUCATE. We ADVOCATE. We MOTIVATE.
We hope that your experience at NCaeyc’s 63rd Annual Conference reflects a serious commitment to
growing and strengthening connections between people, practice, and policy. Intentionality in early
education helps us make informed decisions grounded in relevant, reliable, and research-informed
resources that ultimately impact young children and families. Intentionality equips educators to improve
outcomes not only for children, but also our profession through policy solutions targeting quality, competencies, and compensation. Check out our Conference Sessions beginning on page 28 to plan for the
full connected experience, intentionally! Thank you to all of our members, affiliate leaders, volunteers,
conference attendees, vendors and sponsors for your shared commitment to excellence and your ongoing
support to North Carolina’s oldest and largest early childhood professional association.
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Dear Conference Attendees:
On behalf of NCaeyc’s Board of Directors and staff, welcome
to our 63nd Annual Conference! It is our honor to support our
state’s early childhood professionals in their ongoing growth
and development. We strive to be very intentional in designing a
conference experience that will promote and inspire excellence
in your practice.
This year’s conference theme is “Being Intentional: Connecting
People, Practice and Policy”. Intentionality in early education is
about making informed decisions. Decisions that impact young
children and families are most intentional when grounded in
relevant, reliable, and research-informed resources. Through
intentional decision making, educators are more effectively
equipped to approach their work with increased professionalism.
Increased professionalism improves outcomes for children.
Increased professionalism and improved outcomes for children
propel our field into a new era of early education. A new era of
early education draws us closer to policy solutions targeting three
long-standing issues important to our field: quality, competencies and compensation. Organizations benefit from increased
intentionality as well. In 2015, through the support of Blue Cross
Blue Shield North Carolina Foundation, NCaeyc’s Board of
Directors and staff developed an innovative Strategic Framework
to guide its work in serving members as the state affiliate for
the National Association for the Education of Young Children
(NAEYC). As NCaeyc continually increases our focus on serving
members, we also increase our impact on the field at large.
The theme for NCaeyc’s 63rd Annual Conference reflects a
serious commitment of our Strategic Framework: growing and
strengthening connections between people, practice, and policy.
The essential foundation of this commitment lies in an inspiring
and diverse network of passionate early childhood educators
connected through NAEYC (the nation’s leading, largest and
oldest early education professional association). When we join

NCaeyc Board of Directors
President
President-Elect
Vice President of
Public Policy & Advocacy
Vice President of
Membership & Local Support
Secretary
Treasurer

Suzanne Hughes
Consuellis Hawkins-Crudup*
Beth Moore
Resha Washington
Ashley Reid*
Krista Turner*

Regional Representatives
West
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South West
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East Central
North East
South East
Sandhills
Local Affiliate Council
Student Representative

Dr. Lori Caudle
Dr. Lisa Eads
Dedee Goldsmith*
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Gina Soceanu
Sarah Prezioso*
Verena Howell*
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Myra Burrell and Susan Butler-Staub*
Krystal Yow

*indicates newly elected/re-elected/appointed
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together as a community of professionals, we better impact those
three critical public policy issues: 1) we increase our advocacy
capacity and personal commitment to ensure quality early care
and education; 2) we take control of defining the competencies
that we as early education experts know to be most essential for
good outcomes for children and should expect of ourselves and
each other; and 3) we amplify our voices as advocates for fair
compensation as a field. We are delighted that you are a part of
this amazing professional development experience!
NCaeyc’s Annual Conference is a time to refresh, renew,
connect and commit. Select from over 100 sessions tailored to
meet the diverse needs and interests of professionals in North
Carolina. Immerse yourself in an exciting, engaging atmosphere
of like-minded professionals committed to quality. Be inspired
by peers and experts that will challenge and support you in
growing your own professional capacity. Increase your ability
and motivation to both immediately apply your increased
knowledge and continually strive to improve your practice.
Develop your decision-making skills so that you can effectively
explain to others the “whys” and “hows” of high quality early
education. Increase your impact as an advocate by learning to
advance a public policy agenda through effective techniques
and strategies. Strengthen and grow your own professional
connections and get plugged into NCaeyc’s Local Affiliates
and Chapters so you have access to year-round professional
development experiences. Invest in your own well-being
because in order to take care of others, you must first take care
of yourself. Experience a fun, vibrant, celebratory, innovative,
unique and high quality professional development opportunity!
Sincerely,
Suzanne Hughes
President NCaeyc Board of Directors

NCaeyc Staff
Lorie Barnes, Executive Director
Christine Butler, Coordinator of Operations and Conference
Jennifer Austin, Program Support
Paige Moretz, Program Support
Kristi Gilmartin, Program Support

NCaeyc Office
182 Wind Chime Court, Suite 104
Raleigh, NC 27615
919-510-5034
www.ncaeyc.org

Throughout the Conference, our official
photographer will be taking pictures. If you
prefer to not be photographed, please stop
by the Registration Booth to let us know.

To our attendees, presenters, volunteers, vendors, Local Affiliate/
Chapter leaders, statewide partners, and sponsors, we say:

Thank you for your ongoing support,
engagement and commitment to excellence!
Mission
NCaeyc is the voice of professionals who work directly with or on behalf of children
birth through age eight.

One day all of North Carolina’s children will be valued and offered high quality early
childhood experiences.

Goals
•• Represent and unify professionals who work directly with, or on behalf of,
children birth through age eight.
•• Influence and shape the policies, procedures, practices, and standards that
impact children birth through age eight.
•• Promote the use of NAEYC standards and positions.
•• NCaeyc will be a high performing, inclusive organization.

NCAEYC

NCaeyc Vision

Connect with NCaeyc during
Conference and beyond!

Follow us on twitter
@NCaeyc
tweet throughout
Conference
#ncaeycconference

Post on our facebook
page During Conference
facebook.com/ncaeyc

Check out our
Pinterest page at
pinterest.com/ncaeyc
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

Conference Schedule
Wednesday, September 14
On-Site Registration and Check-In

4:00 pm – 7:00 pm

Thursday, September 15
On-Site Registration and Check-In
Pre-Conference Sessions

7:00 am – 6:30 pm
8:30 am – 4:30 pm

Extended breaks
between sessions for
you to visit with our
amazing Vendors!

Friday, September 16
On-Site Registration and Check-In

7:00 am – 6:30 pm

SESSION 1:

8:00 am – 9:30 am

KEYNOTE:

10:00 am – 11:30 am

Lunch:
SESSION 2:
SESSION 3:

11:30 am – 1:00 pm
1:00 pm – 2:30 pm
3:00 pm – 4:30 pm

VENDOR SPOTLIGHT
4:30 pm – 5:30 pm
Vendors help make our NCaeyc Conference possible! Connect with them throughout the
day and be present during the Friday Afternoon Vendor Spotlight to see the latest in early
education products and services and to have a chance to win more amazing door prizes!
NCaeyc Photobooth
L.A. Corner/Advocacy Activities
DAP Showcase: Excellence in Action
Table Talks Resource Fair
Book Signing with Juliana Harris & Katie Vidal
Book Signing with Rae Pica

8:00 am – 5:30 pm Third Floor/Main Level
8:00 am – 4:30 pm Third Floor/Main Lobby
9:00 am – 4:30 pm Third Floor/North Hallway
9:00 am – 3:30 pm Third Floor/South Hallway
11:30 am – 12:00 pm Third Floor/Main Lobby
2:30 pm – 3:00 pm Third Floor/Main Lobby

Saturday, September 17
On-site Registration and Check-In

7:00 am – 8:30 am

VISIT WITH VENDORS
8:00 am – 9:00 am
Start your Saturday off right by checking out the amazing products, resources and services on display.
Get to know each of our valuable Vendors who help make our Conference possible.
SESSION 4:
SESSION 5:
SESSION 6:
NCaeyc Photobooth
L.A. Corner/Advocacy Activities
DAP Showcase: Excellence in Action

9:00 am – 10:20 am
10:40 am – 12:00 pm
12:20 pm – 1:40 pm
8:30 am – 11:30 am Third Floor/Main Level
8:30 am – 12:30 pm Third Floor/Main Lobby
8:30 am – 12:00 pm Third Floor/North Hallway

Free WIFI is available throughout the Convention Center—
Please be courteous by silencing all cell phones and
electronic devices during Conference Sessions and Events.

2 | 2016 NCAEYC CONFERENCE PROGRAM

NCaeyc
Merchandise
Booth

L.A.
Corner

Photobooth

Early Ed for
President

Advocacy
Quilt

Voter
Registration

Author
Book
Signings

Keynote

Tribute to
Dr. Deb Cassidy

DAP
Showcase

Table Talks
Resource
Fair

Vendor
Spotlight

A connected Experience

A connected Experience
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CONFERENCE INFORMATION

Name Badge
Your name badge is your passport to Conference activities and sessions—be sure to wear it at all times.

Accredited Center or College Name Badge Ribbons
If you are employed at an NAEYC Accredited Center or College, we want to recognize you! Come by the Registration
Booth for a special name badge ribbon that recognizes your commitment to excellence.

Session Handouts
Check with your Presenters to see if their handouts will be posted on the NCaeyc website (www.ncaeyc.org)
after the Conference.

Gleaning Tables—Glean Means Green & Clean
glean
verb \’glēn\

1: to pick up after a harvester; to clear a field of the leavings of reapers
2: to gather information bit by bit; to pick over in search of relevant material
3: a Session Handout recycling activity designed for NCaeyc Conference located in the Main Lobby in front of Registration
In the spirit of caring for the resources of our world, we strive to reduce, reuse, and recycle our materials.
Each day of the Annual Conference, presenters are invited to leave any leftover session handouts or materials at the
Gleaning Tables. Conference attendees are welcome to participate in the gleaning of these surplus handouts and
materials. All leftover materials are available on a first-come first-serve basis so check back frequently throughout
Conference to glean useful materials to extend your learning when you return home. Invest in a sustainable best
practice and access materials and resources for your programs and classrooms.
Come check out available resources at the Glean Means Green table in the main Lobby of the Raleigh Convention
Center from 10:30 am – 5:30 pm on Friday and from 8:30 am – 1:30 pm on Saturday.

Evaluations
Your feedback is valuable and assists NCaeyc with planning future Conferences and sessions. You have the option of
providing feedback by completing an electronic survey that will be emailed to you, or you can complete the Conference
Evaluation Form located on page 45 and place it in one of the boxes at the Registration area.

Contact Hour Credits, Certificate of Attendance
The North Carolina Division of Child Development and Early Education has approved contact hour credits for all
Conference Sessions, including the Keynote Address. Use the form “Documentation of Professional Development Credit
Hours” on page 43 and the Certificate of Attendance on page 44 to record your attendance at each session. Attendees
complete the title, presenter name(s), and topic for each session attended and maintain this record (attendance is required
in the entire session to receive credit). Licensed public school teachers should contact their district administrator to arrange
for approval of sessions for Continuing Education Units. NCaeyc does not keep records of sessions attended.

Message Center
Messages for Conference attendees will be posted at the Registration area (third floor/main level).

City of Raleigh Information Booth
The Greater Raleigh Convention and Visitors Bureau Center Information Booth is adjacent to Registration. Helpful
volunteers can answer questions and provide maps and brochures to enhance your stay in Raleigh.

Convention Center Information
•• The Convention Center is accessible for persons with disabilities. Please inquire at Registration if assistance is needed.
•• Temperatures throughout the Convention Center vary, so please dress in layers. T-shirts and sweatshirts are available
for purchase at the NCaeyc Sales Booth near Registration.
•• Lost and Found is located at Registration.
•• The Convention Center and Hotels are smoke-free buildings.
•• For medical assistance, or any emergency, please alert a Convention Center employee, an NCaeyc Board or Staff
member or come to Registration.
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Map of Third Floor/
Main Level Classrooms

MAP OF CLASSROOMS
200 level rooms are located one floor below the main lobby and the
Keynote will be in Ballroom B one floor above the main lobby.
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Vendor Spotlight/Book Signings

Vendor Spotlight
Friday 4:30–5:30 pm
Throughout the 3rd Floor Main Level

Win prizes!
Connect with
Vendors!

Vendors help make our NCaeyc Conference possible! Connect with them
throughout the day to see the latest in early education products and services
and to enter for a chance to win amazing door prizes during the Vendor Spotlight!
Check out the displays of classroom and computer products and imagine the possibilities for
your program! Learn about assessments, curricula and educational supports that can enhance
your program’s quality. Check out great services that increase positive impact on professionals,
children and families. Enjoy shopping for fun and unique early education resources and
materials such as CDs, t-shirts, books and classroom materials. Your vendor shopping
experience is further enhanced by the availability of additional products such as jewelry,
totes, handmade soaps and candles. You can find a full listing of all vendors on
pages 46 – 47. Must be present at “Vendor Spotlight” to win door prizes!
(Special time set aside bright and early Saturday morning from 8:00 – 9:00 am
for you to “Visit with Vendors” at each of their booths!)

NCaeyc Vendor Spotlight Raffle Instructions
••
••
••
••

Receive raffle tickets directly from Vendors as you visit with them throughout the day.
Enter to win by placing your tickets into the sand pails at the Vendor Booths.
The more Vendors you visit, the more chances you have to win a prize!
The winners will be announced during the Vendor Spotlight times
on Friday from 4:30 – 5:30 pm. Must be present to win.

Book signingS
Meet authors Juliana Harris
and Katie Vidal Friday at 11:30 am

in the Third Floor Main Lobby for a
book signing for their contributions
to the publication Teaching
Kindergarten. The book is for sale
at the NCaeyc Merchandise Booth
also in the Third Floor Main Lobby.
Juliana Harris

Katie Vidal

Meet author and Conference Keynote
Rae Pica. She will be signing her book What If

Everybody Understood Child Development? Friday at
2:30 pm in the Third Floor Main Lobby. The book will
be for sale at the NCaeyc Merchandise Booth also
in the Third Floor Main Lobby. Several of Rae’s other
books will also be available for purchase at Kaplan
Early Learning’s vendor space in the First Floor
Exhibitors’ Area.
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In and Around Raleigh
When you have finished your last workshop of the day and want to explore downtown Raleigh and the restaurant
district, you can hop on one of the eco-friendly transportation systems.
•• R-Line: a free circulator bus service in downtown that will drop you off at various stops within downtown Raleigh.
You can visit museums, shops, art galleries and restaurants.
•• CAT buses: Raleigh provides bus service throughout the area, including many shopping malls
•• Raleigh Rickshaws: Open air rickshaws pulled by bicyclists. The ride is free, but tips are encouraged.
Enjoy a leisurely ride to a restaurant or cruise around just taking in the sites.

Raleigh Smart Card
Attendees receive a Smart Card flyer in their Conference bag. These flyers indicate discounts as well as deals offered
by many of Raleigh’s merchants, restaurants and service providers. A list of participants will be provided on the flyer.

SPARKcon is Raleigh’s annual Festival of Creativity
that fills the downtown streets with activities,
performances and displays of fun, music,
imagination and innovation. Check it out
Thursday 9/15 – Sunday 9/18 around downtown
Raleigh. Learn more at www.sparkcon.com.
Greater Raleigh Convention and Visitors Bureau
(GRCVB)
GRCVB is here to help you experience the wonderful sites and sounds of our Capital City. Look for their information
booths in the Raleigh Convention Center and the Marriott Hotel. They can answer questions about food, parking,
transportation, shopping, discounts and more!

Food and Beverage
There are many great dining options within walking distance or located along the R-Line.
•• For quick snacks and beverages on Friday from 7:00 – 11:00 am, visit
Java Sweets on the Main Level (Third Floor) of the Convention Center;
on Saturday, Starbucks is open at 7 am across the street from the
Convention Center in the Marriott Hotel.
•• Lots of great options abound for lunch!
–– On Fayetteville Street, just steps away from the Convention
Center on the other side of the hotels, options include:
FireWok, Jimmy John’s Subs, Shish Kabob, Z Pizza, and
LaVolta. Jimmy V’s Osteria & Bar is located in the
Sheraton Hotel and Posta Tuscan Grille is located
in the Marriott Hotel.
–– On Salisbury Street diagonally across from the
Convention Center is Sam and Wally’s.
–– Chick-fil-A is an easy walk just one block from the
Convention Center on the corner of Fayetteville
and Davie Streets.

Looking for

coffee &
snacks?

Friday: 7 – 11 am
Java Sweets on the Main Level
(Third Floor)
Thursday – Saturday:
7 am – 7 pm
Starbucks across the street
from the Convention
Center in the
Marriott Hotel.

IN AND AROUND RALEIGH

Transportation

The hardest part about dinner will be deciding which of the
fantastic options to select. Be sure to check the listing of local
restaurants that provide great discounts when you use your Smart Card.

BEING INTENTIONAL: CONNECTING PEOPLE, PRACTICE & POLICY | 7

IN AND AROUND RALEIGH

Map of Downtown
Raleigh Area

Raleigh Convention Center at R-Line Stop
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R13

Downtown restaurants

IN AND AROUND RALEIGH
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Advocacy Activities at Local Affiliate Corner

Get Connected to
advocacy at L.A. Corner
Visit L.A. Corner to Connect with Leaders
from Local Affiliates and Chapters
Meet up with Local Affiliate and Chapter Leaders to discover how you can get engaged in professional development
events and activities in your area. Local Affiliates and Chapters connect you to NCaeyc members who are committed
to bringing high-quality early care and education to all young children. Members join together to network, access
resources and improve their practice. Engagement and leadership opportunities exist across the state. We need
YOU to make a difference in your community and within your professional networks!

L.A. Corner is located on the 3rd Floor Main Level near Registration.
Get Connected to Advocacy Activities
Are you passionate about providing high quality early learning for the children and families you serve? Do you believe
that the experiences a child has in the first few years of life can shape their learning potential and outcomes? Are you
committed to making a difference in the life of a child? If so, NCaeyc needs YOU to help advocate for the field of Early Care
and Education! As an Early Childhood Advocate, you need 3 simple things: a passion for and knowledge of our profession;
a willingness to educate yourself and others; and a willingness to share your story about the work you do with or on behalf
of young children. Our advocacy efforts are more impactful when we join together to ensure that all children have access
to high quality early learning experiences and are cared for and educated by Early Childhood Professionals who earn
fair compensation. This is important work! ALL ACTIVITIES TAKE PLACE ON THE THIRD FLOOR MAIN LOBBY AREA.

Register to Vote
NCaeyc is committed to helping members be informed and engaged advocates.
Did you know that there is still time to register to vote in this year’s upcoming
elections AND that you can register to vote right here at Conference? We
are grateful to volunteer leaders from the NC League of Women Voters for
partnering with us this year to share resources and provide the opportunity
for attendees to become registered voters. Friday 9:00 am – 5:00 pm
Advocacy Quilt Project
NCaeyc is leading the way with innovative approaches to
engaging members in effective, meaningful grassroots advocacy
activities! Big thanks to Discount School Supply for sponsoring
our Advocacy Quilt project. Come share your advocacy message
by creating your quilt piece that will be connected to those of
hundreds of other early childhood professionals committed to
sharing important messages about high quality early care and
education. NCaeyc Advocacy Quilts will hang in various locations
across our state and will be used in a variety of advocacy
activities and events with policymakers.
Early Ed for President
Learn about and join NAEYC’s Early Ed for President
Advocacy Campaign. EEFP is designed to elevate the
conversation around early childhood education and
educators, and to build skills and capacity that help
early childhood educators become more comfortable
and effective in their electoral advocacy efforts.
Come by and get your FREE Early Ed for President bumper sticker to show your support!
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A picture is worth a thousand words. So come join the fun at NCaeyc’s Photobooth to have your
photo taken either individually or with a group. Choose from a wide variety of fun props that convey
your sense of style and passion.
Consider the purpose of a picture! Select from a variety of professional and powerful advocacy
messages or write your own to show your commitment to excellence in early care and education.
With your permission, pictures will be shared on our Facebook page and used in a variety of ways
such as on our Facebook page, in Milestones, and in various advocacy activities.

Photobooth is located on the 3rd Floor Main Level
Friday from 8:00 am – 5:30 pm and Saturday from 8:30 – 11:30 am

NCaeyc’s Photobooth
is made possible by the
generous support of
Carolina Portrait Pros!

NCaeyc Photobooth

NCaeyc Photobooth:
get connected through
pictures With a Purpose!

“Like” NCaeyc on Facebook to view, download, and tag your Photobooth
pictures and all of the great pictures from this year’s Conference!
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DAP Showcase:
Excellence in Action

DAP SHOWCASE

Friday, 9:00 am – 4:30 pm and Saturday 8:30 am – 12:00 pm
Third Floor Main Level, near the 306 Classrooms
Learn more about what it means to apply Developmentally Appropriate Practice as you take an upclose look at high quality teacher-made materials, documentation panels, displays and portfolios.
Items are on loan from Early Childhood Professionals from across North Carolina. Please feel free
to take pictures and notes, but not the items on display!
•• DAP is about being intentional: Thoughtful, considered approaches help you select strategies
that best fit the learning situation and purpose of the experience.
•• DAP helps guide decision-making: Decisions should be based upon and responsive to
children’s needs, interests, skill levels, and cultural context.
•• DAP supports excellence in care and education of young children: Respectful, responsive
care and education provides immediate and long-term positive benefits for children, families,
professionals and our society.

DAP Showcase NOTES
Cool idea!

I can make that!

Great idea to document
children’s learning:

Notes to self:
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Inspired to be Intentional

Friday, 9:00 am – 4:30 pm and Saturday 8:30 am – 12:00 pm
Third Floor Main Level, near the 306 Classrooms
Come view display panels of Power of K Teacher
Leaders from the Winston-Salem Forsyth County
School System on the Third Floor/Main Level. This
initiative, designed to create and ensure high quality,
developmentally appropriate Kindergarten learning for
young children while strengthening leadership skills of
teacher participants, is led by NCaeyc Past-President,
Dr. Eva C. Phillips. These displays created by POK
Teacher Leaders document and articulate their own
learning and its impact on their students.

Power of K Teacher Leader NOTES
Play-based learning is important in
Kindergarten because…

Children learn best when…

Ideas for incorporating
DAP in Kindergarten:

Things I want to try…

POWER OF K teacher leader displays

POWER OF K
teacher leader displays
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Get to Know Autism Advocate DJ Svoboda

Meet DJ Svoboda,
Advocate and Artist
THE AUTISM ACCEPTANCE
PROCLAMATION
The World Needs to sure Know this Once and For all. For all Teens and Children and Adults With Autism have
a Great and Amazing and Very Awesome Place in this World, Just like Everyone Else in the World does.
And all those with Autism have Feelings too,And they show
and they Express their Feelings in Very Different Ways.
The World Also needs to know Once and for all that all Teens and Children with Autism Want to be Loved and Accepted
for who they are, Many of them have the Heart and Mind of a Young Child, AND there is NO Shame in that!!
All Those with Autism Can sure make a Great and Very Powerful
Difference in this World with their Gifts and their Talents.
It is Very Important to NEVER Doubt The Amazing and Awesome and Very
Incredible Abilities that all Teens and Children and Adults with Autism have.
They too can also Fulfill Great and Amazing Goals and they too Can fulfill
their Big Big Dreams, Which is sure NEVER Impossible to come True!!
All those with Autism see Things and The World and Life much more Differently And
from a Very Different Point of View,Which must always be Respected always!
It is also Very Important to know that All those with Autism can show lots
of Love and Lots of Care and Lots of Great Happiness in so many
Amazing and Very Awesome Ways.
So, We must all work together as a Great Team to make
this World into an even better place for all those with Autism!
Together with Great Teamwork and Determination and Love and Care We can do it!!!
AND We can all make the World into an even better place for all those with Disabilities
and Special Needs too!! We can and we will do it!! It is Never, Ever Impossible!!
D.J. Daniel Svoboda
Autistic Artist and Public Speaker, The Imagifriends of Imagiville

Check out NCaeyc’s Autism
Awareness Month Special
interview with DJ
•• View video at goo.gl/iSwD1p
or scan this QR code
•• Meet DJ and see his creative
artwork at his Vendor Booth
•• Hear DJ’s inspiring message
of acceptance at Friday’s Keynote
as one of our opening speakers.
•• Attend DJ’s session: Autism: Our Journey
Together, A Message of Hope Friday
at 3:00 pm in Room 306A
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Stop by the NCaeyc Merchandise Booth on
the Third Floor/Main Level near
Registration to get your NCaeyc gear:
T-shirts, sweatshirts, beverage cups
and more! Stay hydrated during
Conference with an NCaeyc
insulated cup for only $5!
Hurry and get yours while
supplies last! Keep it filled
at the complimentary water
coolers located throughout
the Convention
Center.

Scholarship Recipients
Congratulations to our
2016 scholarship recipients:
•• Rianna Barker

•• Danielle Lakin Edmond

•• Marlene Royal

•• Doris Battle

•• Agnes Fields

•• Christie Seiler

•• Yasmine Bines

•• Ashley Gonzales

•• Willie Thomas Ingram

•• Joy Edwards Brewington

•• Irma Moore

•• Katlyn Thompson

•• Vianey Chavez

•• Gloria Moore-Carter

•• Sinterrogenna Williams

•• Tony Cozart

•• Dawn Richardson

•• Vanessa Wright

•• Hannah Easter

•• Amanda Ross

Jennifer Johnson is the recipient of a scholarship in memory
of Mary Artis, dedicated NCaeyc member and volunteer

Merch Booth/Scholarships

Get Geared Up!
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tribute to dr. deb cassidy

tribute to Dr. Deborah Cassidy

Lessons learned from Dr. Deb

On July 20, 2016, we lost an incredible early childhood leader. Although
Dr. Deb Cassidy left us all too suddenly and all too soon, she without a
doubt also left life-changing impacts on her loved ones, friends,
colleagues, students, and the field of early childhood education.

Anna Carter
I began working with Deb in 1999 at UNC G, laboring together to ensure that rating scale
assessments for the rated license system being developed were supportive for providers
while maintaining integrity. When Deb became director at DCDEE, I was fortunate to serve
as her deputy on a team striving for change—she focused on moving the early childhood
system forward while assuring the staff at DCDEE was culturally responsive, had opportunities
to be mentors and be mentored, and understood their role in the system at large. She started ‘Debinars’, to keep staff
informed and revamped internal committees to be reflective of our entire staff. Through Deb’s leadership, staff were
encouraged to visit child care programs in order to truly understand the work of the Division, and showing by example
that we couldn’t expect child care providers to make changes for quality if we weren’t willing to do that ourselves.

Debra Torrence
Deb’s smile drew me to her from the beginning. Her deep, thoughtful understanding of people, women, and the early
childhood field kept me captivated for years. She shared so much of her self, time and professional knowledge with
many who now must carry forward her dream of a well-educated, well-compensated early childhood workforce in North
Carolina and the nation. I learned so much from Deb and am deeply saddened by the loss of her in this world.

Sharon Mims
As Deb’s colleague for nearly 20 years, I benefited professionally and personally from seeing her commitment to young
children and their teachers, as well as the contagious energy she brought to her work. She recognized that providing
a supportive environment and adequate compensation for teachers in the early childhood field is one of the most
important ways to provide high quality learning environments for young children. Her career and life reflected this
commitment, and her enthusiasm inspired and encouraged others. Our work gave me the opportunity to observe Deb
in many roles and settings: within our university, with colleagues from other universities, with elected and appointed
officials, with university students, with child care providers, with teachers, and with young children. Regardless of the
role or setting and no matter the prestige of her position or the distinction of the group, she connected with people on a
personal level and was “Deb”, and will be missed. Our field will also miss Dr. Deborah J. Cassidy and her contributions.

Angie Roberson {one of Deb’s many students}
In Deb’s methods courses at UNCG, she and I would debate how DAP was not culturally responsive in early childhood
classrooms. She eventually won me over on the value of DAP in early childhood classrooms, and DAP became more
culturally responsive. We worked together to provide professional development statewide for the first More at Four teachers,
and most recently revamping technical assistance to early care and education programs in our county. We were a great
team: Deb brought big ideas which I brought to life. Deb was my mentor for 20+ years, my supervisor, and one of my best
friends, called as I was to make change for children. Wisdom learned from Deb: 1) Never stop learning and teaching. 2) Take
risks for what you believe in. 3) Play as hard as you work (enjoy life, it is good). Thanks Deb! I love you to the moon and back!

Edna Collins
Deb’s wisdom is tightly interwoven in the tapestry of my professional life. She gave me a multilayered conception of
child care quality, tools to advocate for and implement policy change, an appreciation for “grassroots” curriculum, skills
for motivating undergraduates, and the sensitivity to mentor practicing teachers respectfully. The way she lived her life
continues to motivate me—her focus on possibilities, whatever the starting point or the obstacles, her truly collaborative and
inclusive philosophy, putting the best possible outcome for everyone ahead of personal rewards. Deb was fearless when I
would hesitate and hopeful when I slid into cynicism. Because I had the joy of hiking as well as working with Deb, she will
always be beckoning from the top of the next mountain, urging me, all of us, to keep climbing and to keep hope alive.

Anna Mercer-Mclean
Deb was an inspiring leader and early educator. Her commitment to quality ECE, children, their families, early educators,
and her college students was obvious. By example, she taught me to never overwhelm people, but to allow them the
opportunity to reflect and see benefits and value of our ECE work. The choice for them was clear: be an advocate.
Deb’s knowledge, research, and focus for positive change shined just like her personality, with major impact across NC.
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Deb and I arrived at UNCG the same year, immediately beginning work together on grants, manuscripts, presentations.
We collaboratively developed and coordinated the BKISED and BK programs, a superb learning experience for both of us
as we traded early childhood and early childhood special education language, research and practices, realizing we were
more similar than different in these areas. We challenged each other and engaged in intellectual dialog which we also
modeled while co-teaching. Deb was an out of the box thinker—if a University or State policy posed a possible stumbling
block, we found a solution! It is a privilege to have known, worked with and learned from Deb for the past 25+ years, and
an honor to have called her friend. Deb’s outstanding international, national and regional leadership in early childhood
and her passion for quality programs, policies and services for young children, families, and providers dominated her
research, teaching, and service activities in a positive and impactful way. Let us all be responsible to continue her legacy.

Mary Lee Porterfield
It is difficult to conceptualize Deb Cassidy’s legacy because her life and her work were so wide-ranging. Her magnetic
energy and enduring belief in the worth of each individual’s potential drew people from every walk of life and corner
of the globe into the circle of her work. Her grand visions for social justice, including an improved early childhood
education system, and her expectations for each of us to work together as agents of change toward that vision—that
may be her ultimate legacy. May we feel the light of her enthusiasm as we pursue the work she set in motion.

Sue Russell
Deb was the epitome of a democratic leader—she embraced diversity of people, perspective and action, and in fact
sought this diversity in her work and her life, whether working at the community or the state level. Her sincere, caring,
and compassionate heart guided her life and what she did with it. Deb encouraged and supported others to lead,
including her students. She used her intellect and research training to inform her actions, to question, to debate, to seek
the truth and to make the right decisions. She was courageous in her fights for just policies for children, families and the
workforce, for equity for all people, and for a life well-lived. It was a privilege to know and work with Deb for many years.

Mary Jo Deck
The word friend is a reflection of a relationship and Deb was fully invested in many teacher, researcher, mentor,
administrator, collaborator relationships with diverse individuals. She individualized her interest and engagement with
others and transformed our profession by respectfully listening to what needed doing. Deb was smart, and without
preaching it, moved through her life believing that the more one knows, the more one realizes how much one doesn’t
know. She understood the relationships that were embedded in the systems of early childhood, and worked to create
ones that supported quality. Deb loved the outdoors, the natural world in all its variety and ever-changing elements, and
whenever she could, spent time there—playing in both the North Carolina beach and mountain spaces, then sharing how
understanding our relationships to those places can change the world we discover. Deb’s life and work of leadership and
advocacy are now woven tautly into the history of the Early Childhood profession. Our challenge is to transform the deep
sadness of her loss into commitment and courage to strengthen the profession for those who will come after us.

Lia Rucker
Deb was wisdom, humor, bravery, compassion, tenacity, creativity, and so much more. Vision is my first and foremost
association with Deb—there was always an idea a minute (or more)! One needed to move quickly to keep up with
her; along with these ideas came the expectation of follow through and implementation, always with an eye on the
bigger picture. Her vision for what could be or what was possible for children, early childhood teachers, programs, and
systems will continue to create change. Deb’s amazing skill for seeing potential, guiding, connecting, and then trusting
others to be excellent and progressive is something I am honored to have experienced through the years.

Department of Human Development and Family Studies, UNCG
Linda Hestenes, Sharon Mims, Catherine Scott-Little, Karen La Paro, Danielle Crosby,
Kathryn Aldridge, Stradley Smith, Harriette Bailey, Rachel Boit
Deb spent 26 years at UNC Greensboro providing teaching, research, and service to the field of Early Childhood
Education. She was truly remarkable and utilized her many skills in teaching, scholarship, and service to make
meaningful differences in the lives of young children, families, and teachers in North Carolina, the nation, and around
the world. A tireless advocate in improving the ways young children are cared for, nurtured, and educated in early
childhood education classrooms and programs, Deb led the charge for the rights and welfare of teachers who provide
these services. Her presentations, speaking engagements, scholarly papers, and grants attest to the far reaching
influence her scholarship has had on the early childhood field. We are convinced that children, families, teachers,
students, and colleagues locally, nationally, and internationally are changed for the better as a result of Deb’s work
and her mentoring. We will continue to miss her greatly as time unfolds, but the memories we hold and the practices
we engage in will propel her legacy forward. We are grateful for the ways she impacted our lives personally and
professionally—and are consistently reminded of her heartfelt laughter as we walk the halls of Stone Building at UNCG.

tribute to dr. deb cassidy

Judy Niemeyer
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TABLE TALKS RESOURCE FAIR

Table Talks Resource Fair
Friday, September 16, 9:00 am – 3:30 pm
Third Floor/Main Level near the 301 Classrooms

Table Talks Resource Fair is designed to connect attendees with resources and representatives from NCaeyc’s partner
agencies across the state. We hope this opportunity will increase understanding of and access to resources and
services that will help promote excellence in early care and education.
Agency/Project

Website or contact

Be Active Kids

www.beactivekids.org

Be Active Kids is an award winning, signature program of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina Foundation. This
innovative, interactive health program for children ages birth to five is available to adults working in child care centers, child
care homes, and schools across North Carolina.
BUILD-NC K-3 Formative Assessment Process
BUILD helps states build early childhood systems to support early childhood development. BUILD has been contracted by NC DPI
to publicly engage NC parents, educators, community leaders, and others to learn more about the NC K-3 Formative Assessment
Process. The NC K-3 Formative Assessment Process supports the partnership between students, families and educators from
kindergarten through third grade—as teachers meet children where they are in aspects of their development. Starting at the
beginning of each year and continuing throughout the normal classroom experience, teachers observe children to understand
their unique capabilities and adapt instruction and curriculum to best develop each student to his or her potential.
Child Care Services Association

www.childcareservices.org

Child Care Services Association (CCSA) is a non-profit agency located in Chapel Hill, NC dedicated to ensuring affordable,
accessible, high quality child care for all young children and families. CCSA is the home of the T. E. A. C. H. Early Childhood®
Scholarship project and the Child Care WAGE$® project.
Child Care Services Association T. E. A. C. H. Early Childhood® Alliance

www.childcareservices.org

The T. E. A. C. H Early Childhood® Alliance is a non-profit membership association for current or past T. E. A. C. H scholarship
recipients, and supporters of the T. E. A. C. H. Initiative. The Alliance supports early childhood teachers, directors, and family child
care providers in the areas of professional and career development, advocacy, personal development, and leadership development.
Child Care Services Association T. E. A. C. H. Early Childhood® Project

www.childcareservices.org

The T. E. A. C. H. Early Childhood® is a statewide program designed to provide educational scholarship opportunities for early
educators working in licensed facilities including directors, family child care home providers, and specialists within the early care
and education system. The T. E. A. C. H. Early Childhood® scholarship program offers a variety of scholarship options to study Early
Childhood Education at all 58 community colleges and 21 bachelor degree granting colleges and universities across North Carolina.
Durham County Department of Public Health

www.dconc. gov/government/departments-f-z/public-health

Triple P in Durham County is under the Department of Public Health because this evidenced based program is proven to be a population
health approach to parenting. Triple P Positive Parenting Program is one of the world’s most effective evidenced-based parenting
programs. Triple P is designed to give parents the skills they need to raise confident, healthy children and to build stronger family relationships. Children who grow up with positive parenting are likely to develop good life long skills and feel good about themselves.
Go NAP SACC

www.gonapsacc.org

Go NAP SACC provides online tools and resources to help early care and education providers improve their nutrition and physical
activity practices, policies, and physical environments. Go NAP SACC is the next generation of the Nutrition and Physical Activity
Self-Assessment for Child Care program (NAP SACC).
Healthy Social Behaviors Project, Child Care Resources, Inc.

sbrawley@childcareresourcesinc.org

The Healthy Social Behaviors Project provides training and technical assistance to assist child care providers to understand socialemotional development, prevent and address challenging behavior, and implement strategies based on the Teaching Pyramid Model
framework to create pro-social classrooms. The Project fields 21 uniquely trained and highly qualified Behavior Specialists across the
state, and 1 Education Specialist who provides CEU professional development opportunities across the state.
Marbles Kids Museum

www.marbleskidsmuseum.org

Marbles Kids Museum inspires imagination, discovery and learning through extraordinary adventures in play and larger-than-life
IMAX experiences.
MomsRising.org

www.momsrising.org

MomsRising is a grassroots online and on-the-ground organization of more than one million members nationwide and nearly 41,000
members in NC. Among the top priorities of MomsRising is to build a more family-friendly state and nation, high-quality affordable
early learning and child care.
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Website or contact

NC Child

www.ncchild.org

When children thrive, we all benefit from a well-educated workforce, safer communities, and a more prosperous economic future.
NC Child uses four main strategies to advance public policies that improve the lives of NC’s children. These include research and data,
community engagement, communications, and direct advocacy. We focus on several key result areas, including nurturing homes and
communities, health and wellness, a strong start, family economic security, and high-quality education.
NC Childcare Coalition

www.ncchildcarecoalition.org

The NC Child Care Coalition is a statewide association of early childhood education advocates promoting high quality early care and
education in North Carolina since 1990. Our mission is to educate and motivate our state policymakers to improve policies and funding
for high quality early care and education for North Carolina’s young children and families. We accomplish our work by creating an
informed, inspired and engaged statewide network of early education advocates working on common early education issues.
NC Early Childhood Association (NCECA)

www.ncearlychildhoodassoc.com

The North Carolina Early Childhood Association has been a voice for children in North Carolina for over 40 years.
Our focus is on advocacy efforts and training for state early childhood staff.
NC Department of Health & Human Services (DHHS),
Division of Child Development and Early Education (DCDEE)

www.ncchildcare.nc.gov

North Carolina’s child care licensing system establishes education standards for the child care workforce. Education Evaluation
Specialists in the Early Education Branch, Workforce Education Unit of the North Carolina Division of Child Development and Early
Education (DCDEE) assess the education of individuals working on child care to determine their qualifications. Staff in all child care
positions must meet minimum education requirements.
NC Department of Public Instruction—Office of Early Learning—Demonstration Program

www.ncpublicschools.org/earlylearning

The North Carolina Department of Public Instruction’s Office of Early Learning believes a strongly aligned, high-quality early
learning experience increases success for all children in school and life. Therefore, this office exists to collaboratively reform and
support a more coherent and aligned approach to teaching and learning from early care and education to the primary grades and
beyond. The Demonstration Program offers the opportunity to see best practice in action and have meaningful time for reflection
and discussion. The programs lead by modeling, sharing, promoting, and articulating best practices around effective learning
environments, curricula, and instructional practices to ensure optimal learning and development of all children.
For more information please visit the Office of Early Learning Demonstration Program table located outside of Room 305B.
NC Institute for Child Development Professionals/Early Educator Certification

www.ncicdp.org

The mission of the NC Institute for Child Development Professionals (Institute) is to promote the implementation of a
comprehensive professional development and recognition system that links education and compensation for the child are
workforce to ensure high quality care and education services for children and families. Early Educator Certification (EEC) is
North Carolina’s certification system for the field of Early Childhood. EEC is an acknowledgement of an individual’s verified
level of educational achievement, based on a standardized scale.
NC FAST

www.dhhs. state. nc. us/ncfast

NC FAST is North Carolina Families Accessing Services through Technology, a statewide case management system being
implemented by the NC Department of Health and Human Services. It will be used by all NC County Departments of Social
Services to issue SCCA to families beginning this year. Statewide, this will affect approximately 5,000 child care providers,
who will use the NC FAST Provider Portal to do things they formerly performed through the paper processes, like enrollment,
managing vouchers, recording attendance, etc.
NC Rated License Assessment Project

www.ncrlap.org

The North Carolina Star Rated License Project was established in 1999 to better define the quality of child care in the state and
to assist parents in choosing child care. The North Carolina Division of Child Development awards the Star Rated License to child
care centers, family child care homes, and school-age programs. As of January, 2008 the NC Star Rated License is based upon
total points earned within two components:program standards and staff education. NCRLAP is responsible for setting up the
policies and procedures for the implementation of all rating scale assessments for licensed child care providers, as well as the
responsibility for the oversight of the hiring and training of rating scale assessors.
Wonder of Learning: 100 Languages of Children NC Project

www.thewonderoflearning.com

The Wonder of Learning:The 100 Languages of Children is an international exhibit that features the work of the children, educators,
families and community of the infant/toddler and preschools in Reggio Emilia, Italy, that are world-renown for operating the best
inclusive early childhood programs in the world. The ideas depicted in the exhibit though from Reggio Emilia, make visible the strong
potential and capabilities of all children, educators, families, and communities. This exhibit will be at Northgate Mall in Durham, NC
from January to May 2017, open free to the public. The primary goal of bringing the exhibit to NC is promoting equity and access to
high quality early childhood education for all children in our state.
Worthy Wages Guilford County

www.facebook.com/worthywagesgso

Worthy Wages is an organization that advocates for early childhood educators. Campaigning for equitable compensation for qualified
educators in the field of early childhood education that is crucial to high-quality care and education for all children and their families.

TABLE TALKS RESOURCE FAIR

Agency/Project
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NC Foundations of Early
Learning and Development
NCaeyc is committed to supporting
standards and practices that promote
quality in early care and education. One
very important document for all early
childhood professionals to incorporate
into their practice is the North Carolina
Foundations of Early Learning and
Development (referred to as
“Foundations” or “NC FELD”).

NC Feld

EXCERPTS FROM NC FELD:
In 2011, the North Carolina Early Childhood Advisory
Council (ECAC) launched and funded the important project of revising the Infant-Toddler
Foundations and Preschool Foundations to create the North Carolina Foundations for Early
Learning and Development—a single document that describes children’s development and
learning from birth to age five. Leaders from the Division of Child Development and Early
Education as well as the Office of Early Learning in the Department of Public Instruction
provided critical advice, oversight, and vision on the Foundations and its implementation.
Many individuals from across the state devoted their time and expertise to this task force.
North Carolina Foundations for Early Learning and Development, serves as a shared vision
for what we want for our state’s children and answers the question “What should we be
helping children learn before kindergarten?” By providing a common set of Goals and
Developmental Indicators for children from birth through kindergarten entry, our hope is
that parents, educators, administrators, and policy makers can together do the best job
possible to provide experiences that help children be well prepared for success in school
and life.
Foundations can be used to:
•• Improve teachers’ knowledge of child development;
•• Guide teachers’ plans for implementing curricula;
•• Establish goals for children’s development and learning that are shared across programs
and services; and
•• Inform parents and other family members on age-appropriate expectations for
children’s development and learning.
Foundations is also intended to be a guide for teaching–not a curriculum or checklist that
is used to assess children’s development and learning, but a resource to define the skills
and abilities we want to support in the learning experiences we provide for children.
The Goals and Developmental Indicators are divided into five domains:
•• Approaches to Play and Learning (APL)
•• Emotional and Social Development (ESD)
•• Health and Physical Development (HPD)
•• Language Development and Communication (LDC)
•• Cognitive Development (CD)
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Goals and Developmental Indicators
Should NOT Be Used To

•• Promote development of the whole child, including
physical, emotional-social, language, cognitive
development, and learning characteristics.
•• Provide a common set of expectations for children’s
development and, at the same time, validate the
individual differences that should be expected in
children.
•• Promote shared responsibility for children’s early care
and education.
•• Emphasize the importance of play as an instructional
strategy that promotes learning in early childhood
programs.
•• Support safe, clean, caring, and effective learning
environments for young children.
•• Support appropriate teaching practices and provide a
guide for gauging children’s progress.
•• Encourage and value family and community
involvement in promoting children’s success.
•• Reflect and value the diversity that exists among
children and families served in early care and
education programs across the state.

•• Stand in isolation from what we know and believe
about children’s development and about quality early
education programs.
•• Serve as an assessment checklist or evaluation
tool to make high-stakes decisions about children’s
program placement or entry into kindergarten.
•• Limit a child’s experiences or exclude children from
learning opportunities for any reason.
•• Set up conflicting expectations and requirements for
programs.
•• Decide that any child has “failed” in any way.
•• Emphasize child outcomes over program
requirements.

Teachers and caregivers can turn to Foundations to learn
about child development because the document provides
age-appropriate Goals and Developmental Indicators for
each age level—infant, toddler, and preschooler.

The Role of Teachers and Caregivers

The Role of Administrators

Teachers and caregivers are responsible
for the day-to-day implementation of
Foundations. To use the document effectively,
teachers and caregivers may need additional
professional development in order to learn
about the content of Foundations and improve
their teaching skills. Foundations does not
tell educators how to teach, but defines what
children should know and be able to do. As a
result, teachers and caregivers must be able
to design appropriate experiences to support
children’s learning.

Program directors and principals are the
instructional leaders of their early childhood
programs. As such, they play a vital role in
ensuring the successful implementation and
use of Foundations. Administrators influence
the resources that are available, as well as the
attitudes and practices of the persons working
directly with young children. Administrators
should use Foundations for staff development
and look for opportunities to share the
document with families.

NC FELD

Goals and Developmental Indicators
SHOULD Be Used To

Excerpts from North Carolina Foundations Task Force (2013)
North Carolina Foundations for Early Learning and Development
Access or download the NC FELD document at:
http://ncchildcare.nc.gov/PDF_forms/NC_Foundations.pdf

Thanks to DCDEE for providing copies of
NC FELD for all NCaeyc Conference attendees!
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Keynote Session

sponsored by

Friday 10:00– 11:30 am in Ballroom B on the Fourth Floor

KEYNOTE SESSION

NCaeyc is honored to welcome
Rae Pica as our 2016 Keynote Speaker!

What If Everybody Understood Child
Development?: Straight Talk About
Bettering Education and Children’s Lives
Understand the connection between how kids grow and how they learn. After 35 years as an education
consultant, Rae Pica knows the importance of understanding the natural course of child development. As
a Keynote Speaker, she keeps kids front and center as she provides thought-provoking commentary and
actionable insights on topics critical to best practice in child development and education. Rae’s engaging
and energizing presentation includes opinions of experts supported by research and anecdotal evidence
as well as real-life stories shared by teachers and families. Be motivated and empowered to be a powerful
advocate for children by sharing your knowledge and expertise in simple, yet highly effective ways.
Connect with Rae: Breakout Session Moving & Learning Across the Curriculum: Active Learning for the
Whole Child, Session 2 in Room 402; Book signing Friday at 2:30 pm in the Third Floor Main Lobby
Register for an Upcoming Webinar Series with Rae at www.gryphonhouse.com/events

Featured Sessions
Supporting the Effective Use of Foundations: Lessons Learned from Teachers
Teressa Sumrall, PhD, Catherine Scott-Little, PhD | Friday, September 16, 8:00 – 9:30 am in 305A
The NC Foundations for Early Learning and Development, which communicates NC’s goals for children’s learning, are key in
professional development systems. Learn how teachers in NC are using FELD, gain strategies for strengthening professional
development to improve the quality of care and education children receive, and find professional development and support systems.

DAP in Pre-K to Grade 3: The Role of Principals and Administrators In Ensuring
Both Rigor and Developmentally Appropriate Practice In The Early Grades
Tanya Dennis | Friday, September 16, 8:00 – 9:30 am in 203
Look at the role Principals and Administrators play in overseeing and supporting teachers, families, and children in the earliest
grades. Learn important distinctions in the pedagogical approach to teaching very young children and how learning through
play provides opportunities for rigorous cognitive development. Deepen your knowledge of Developmentally Appropriate
Practice and learn how to promote effective educational experiences for young children while ensuring rigor and accountability.

Autism: Our Journey Together, A Message of Hope
DJ Svoboda, Cindy Svoboda | Friday, September 16, 3:00 – 4:30 pm in 306A
Join artist DJ Svoboda and his mom Cindi as they share the story of their journey together and a message of hope. Discover
the importance of increased awareness of autism and for acceptance and inclusion for individuals with autism. Hear DJ’s
powerful message that those with autism have a great and wonderful place in this world can make it a better place for us all.

EQuIPS: A New Tool to Measure Program Quality in QRIS
Mary Lee Porterfield, Karen LaParo, Dr. Danielle Crosby, Dr. Sharon Mims
Friday, September 16, 1:00 – 2:30 pm in 302B
Get updates on the Early Childhood Quality Improvement Pathway System (EQuIPS) project, the goal of which is to develop
a new measurement system to evaluate early childhood program quality within a Quality Rating and Improvement System,
or QRIS. Join us to learn about how EQuIPS incorporates classroom observation, document review, and administrator and
teacher interviews to create a program-level portrait of quality. Hear about the development of the measure and participate
in a discussion of the implementation of the measure in a pilot study of child care centers and homes in North Carolina.
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Healthy Eating and Active Play Throughout the Day!
Ellie Morris | Friday, September 16, 1:00 – 2:30 pm in 301A

ECEs play an important role in helping children build habits for a healthy life. Learn key nutrition and physical activity best
practices for early care and education settings. Identify why they’re important learn to incorporate them into your own
classroom or program. Get practical ideas and resources and time for reflection and planning. Meet Go NAP SACC, a suite of
free online tools that provide continuing support and resources to ECE professionals making healthy changes to programs.

Dr. Sharon Palsha | Saturday, September 17, 10:40 am – 12:00 pm in 304
Visit what are considered the best inclusive infant-toddler and preschool programs in the world through vividly illustrated photos
and video to learn from Reggio Emilia’s key principles—the image of all children as competent, families as partners, teachers as
researchers, environment as a third teacher, education based on relationships, documentation and progettazione. Leave with
a personal plan of action for your own work to promote the strong potential of all children and their families. Revisit your action
plan by viewing Reggio’s Wonder of Learning exhibit coming to Durham, NC, open free to the public from January to May 2017.

Sponsored Sessions
Ready, Set, Go Math!

Ellen L. Mulligan | Friday, September 16, 8:00 – 9:30 am in 306C
Emphasizes the importance of having children play, think, and verbalize mathematically.
Daily conversations are vital in shaping number sense and conceptual understanding.
Topics appropriate for the Pre-K and K levels will be established as a curriculum base.
Correct use of manipulatives to develop these topics will be introduced. Teachers will
be able to implement the session initiatives immediately, effectively, and easily.

sponsored by

Engaging Diverse Learners with PBS KIDS Ready to Learn

Lauren McDowell, Nanette Ausby, Sabrina White | Friday, September 16, 3:00 – 4:30 pm in 304
Every day, teachers take an active role in improving educational outcomes for their students and commit their time, skills
and resources to make sure that children succeed in the 21st century classroom. Gain knowledge and receive a variety of
resources and content that prepares all kids, especially America’s most vulnerable children,
for success in this digital age. Make intentional connections in diverse subject areas,
integrating content with diverse learners, and linking the content to multiple standards.

Unlock the Power of Blocks

Ron Mohl | Friday, September 16, 8:00 – 9:30 am in 304

sponsored by

The goal of this session is to look at blocks as a way to engage our learners in multiple
areas of your curriculum. We will explore the power of blocks with math, language, science
and music. By bringing intentional teaching to the child, we will complement the natural
engagement that can be found with blocks through critical thinking and cooperative learning.

Full STEAM Ahead! Language and Literacy
Activities that Promote STEAM Education

John Funk | Friday, September 16, 1:00 – 2:30 pm in 304
Focus on supporting language and literacy instruction through STEM education. Participate in science, engineering and math
activities that also support language, pre-reading and beginning reading strategies.
sponsored by
Learn how to integrate skills that provide the most support for early childhood children.
See hands-on activities and how to best utilize materials already in the classroom.

FEATURED SESSIONS

A Wealth of Possibilities: Exploring Reggio Emilia’s
Approach to Early Childhood Education

Embracing the “E” in STEM/STEAM:
Engineering and Young Children

John Funk | Saturday, September 17, 9:00 – 10:20 am in 304
“If you build it, they will learn.” Building, constructing, critical thinking, and creating are all part of beginning engineering
strategies for young children. Learn how to extend basic classroom activities into opportunities for providing support for
beginning engineering skills. Use hands-on materials to experience engineering strategies, such as fun with blocks becoming
constructing with a purpose. Be amazed at what you can do to support your students in developing beginner engineering skills.
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DPI DEMO CLASSROOMS

Office of Early
Learning Demonstration
Program presents:
Demonstration Sites of NC DPI Office of Early Learning,
throughout Conference in Room 305B, featuring teachers
and leaders from the Office of ELDP in the following sessions:

Special emphasis
on content
relevant for
School Principals
and System
Administrators!

SESSION 1:

Effective Transitions: Enhancing the School Experience for Children and Families
Renee Johnson, Amy Emerson, Bonita Daniels, Connie Wells
Starting school can be both scary and exciting for parents and children. Helping parents feel they have a voice by acknowledging
they are a child’s first and most important teacher helps set the tone for success in school. A smooth transition helps a child
be more self-confident, develop better relationships with others, and be successful in school. In this session, come discover
strategies several Prek and Kindergarten demonstration teachers use to build relationships between teachers, children,
families and the community by designing and implementing transition practices from home to any school setting.

SESSION 2:

Guiding Behavior: Building the Foundation for Social Skills
Lisa Bruggeman, Wendy Secrest
Do you wonder how to keep control in your classroom? What happens when you can’t teach because of all the challenging
behaviors? Children presenting challenging behaviors provide us with the best opportunity for teaching! If you are ready for a
new perspective on behaviors and interested in increasing your skills and knowledge supporting all learning by intentionally
teaching social skills and guiding behavior in an appropriate way, look no further.

SESSION 3:

Building A Relationship With Your Teacher Assistant: Valuable For You and Students
Karla Carpenter, Jennifer Lester, Juliana Harris
Teacher Assistants are a lifeline for teachers, students, and families. Hear ideas for building relationships with your Teacher
Assistant and utilizing them in both Preschool and Kindergarten settings to aid in documentation, transitions, and emotional/
social support. Presenters include Preschool and Kindergarten Teachers, Teacher Assistants, and Administrators.

SESSION 4:

Intentionally Connecting with Families: The Power of Family Engagement
Shari Funkhouser, Gina Troball, Holly White, Jessica Hendley
Acquire the components of high quality family interactions and connections. Presentations, small group activities, and whole
group sharing of ideas and self-reflection will develop understanding of the importance of those connections to provide
positive outcomes for children. Explore intentional strategies and activities to improve family connections in daily practice.

SESSION 5:

Making the Most of a Day in K: Connecting Research and Practice
Marylee Sease, Amy Blessing, Lee Messer, Susan Choplin
Join 4 Kindergarten Demonstration Classroom Teachers in discussing using classroom data to make the most of our day
as well as the 7 predictors for positive 3rd grade outcomes (small group instruction, peer collaboration, oral language
development, vocabulary development, early math concepts, scaffolded instruction, and metacognition) and how we strive
to incorporate these into daily classroom practices.

SESSION 6:

Being Intentional: Connecting Pre-K and K
Susan Choplin, Amy Harding, Sarah Hopkins
Attendees will gain knowledge and ideas for enhancing their classroom practices to connect and extend student learning
between Pre-K and Kindergarten. A variety of practical examples will be shared through photographs, video, and sample
documents. This presentation is relevant for teachers, parents, and administrators and will address questions such as: What
are the connections between Pre-K and Kindergarten standards, formative assessment, and best practices? How can Pre-K
and Kindergarten teachers support each other’s work? How can we be more intentional about the Pre-K and K partnership
across schools, counties, regions, and our state?
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NCaeyc thanks these amazing Conscious Discipline
instructors for sharing their time, expertise and talents!
{ All CD sessions are located in Rooms 302C and 303 }

Conscious Discipline with Infants & Toddlers in Groups: Composure When It Counts!
Kelli K. Rushing—Connect to Teach, LLC

What’s the Difference? An Introduction to Conscious Discipline
Mandy Lloyd—National Conscious Discipline® Certified Instructor
SESSION 2

Perception and Composure: Tools for a Calmer Classroom!
Heidi Condrey—Parent Child Development Corporation

Planting the Seeds of Resilience, One Interaction at a Time
Elizabeth Montero-Cefalo— Loving Guidance, Inc.
SESSION 3

Consciously Connecting with Children: I Love You Rituals
Ashley Cooper—Connected at Last

“I don’t want to and you can’t make me!” Shifting Defiance To Compliance
Mandy Lloyd—National Conscious Discipline® Certified Instructor
SESSION 4

Tattling: A Teaching Tool for Assertiveness and Conflict Resolution
Heidi Condrey—Parent Child Development Corporation

Emotional Geography: What State Are You In?

Mandy Lloyd—National Conscious Discipline® Certified Instructor
SESSION 5

Building Community: Creating a School Family with Conscious Discipline
Jane Plum—National Conscious Discipline® Certified Instructor

The Truth About Consequences

Mandy Lloyd—National Conscious Discipline® Certified Instructor
SESSION 6

I Can See What TO DO! Using Visual
Supports with Young Children
Kelli K. Rushing—Connect to Teach, LLC

Words Have Power

Ashley Cooper—Connected at Last

Visit the
Conscious
Discipline vendor
booth to check
out lots of great
resources!

CONSCIOUS DISCIPLINE

SESSION 1
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SESSION Information

Target Audience: Which Sessions are Right for You?
NCaeyc is committed to promoting and inspiring excellence in the early care and education of young children,
birth through age eight. This Conference has been designed with intentionality to meet the diverse and growing
needs of early childhood professionals in North Carolina.
NCaeyc Conference attendees serve in a wide variety of roles and across a spectrum of experience levels. To meet
the diverse needs of NCaeyc Conference Attendees, sessions cover many different aspects of early childhood
education for professionals who work with or on behalf of young children. This year, a system for identifying sessions
that are targeted specifically to the “developmental levels” of professionals will be implemented. Look for the
following codes listed for
each session starting on the following pages so that you can self-select sessions tailored to meet your unique needs:
•• Emerging: Students and Professionals new to the field whose needs center on building foundations of skills and
knowledge of early childhood education
•• Established: Professionals who have been in the field for a number of years and would benefit from sessions
designed to build upon a strong early childhood education foundation and address a growing need for additional
resources that promote the application of evidence-based practices
•• Experienced: Professionals with extensive experience in the field will benefit from these sessions designed
to challenge, motivate and increase skills and knowledge about research, evidence-based practice and
supporting other professionals in learning and applying early childhood education skills and knowledge

All sessions align with one or more
of the following content areas:
Division of Child Development and
Early Education (DCDEE) Content Areas
•• Planning a Safe, Healthy Learning Environment

•• Program Management

•• Children’s Physical and Intellectual Development

•• Professionalism

•• Children’s Social and Emotional Development

•• Observing and Recording Children’s Behavior

•• Productive Relationships with Families

•• Child Growth Development

•• Inclusion of Children with Special Needs

Department of Public Instruction Areas
of Professional Development
•• Standard 1: Teachers demonstrate Leadership

•• Standard 3: Teachers know the content they teach

•• Standard 2: Teachers establish a respectful
environment for a diverse population

•• Standard 4: Teachers facilitate learning for the students
•• Standard 5: Teachers reflect on their own practice

NCaeyc is delighted to welcome School Principals,
Superintendents and Program Administrators. Thank
you for joining us and for your support of high quality,
developmentally appropriate practices in the early grades.
While there are many great session options for you to select
from, we have highlighted options in the session listings
that were specially designed with your leadership roles in
mind. Look for the
on these designated sessions.
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Session Planning Form

Friday, September 16
SESSION 1 (8:00 am – 9:30 am)
First Choice Title:

_________________________________________________________

Room:

_____________

Second Choice Title:

_________________________________________________________

Room:

_____________

Third Choice Title:

_________________________________________________________

Room:

_____________

SESSION 2 (1:00 pm – 2:30 pm)
First Choice Title:

_________________________________________________________

Room:

_____________

Second Choice Title:

_________________________________________________________

Room:

_____________

Third Choice Title:

_________________________________________________________

Room:

_____________

SESSION 3 (3:00 pm – 4:30 pm)
First Choice Title:

_________________________________________________________

Room:

_____________

Second Choice Title:

_________________________________________________________

Room:

_____________

Third Choice Title:

_________________________________________________________

Room:

_____________

Saturday, September 17
SESSION 4 (9:00 am – 10:20 am)
First Choice Title:

_________________________________________________________

Room:

_____________

Second Choice Title:

_________________________________________________________

Room:

_____________

Third Choice Title:

_________________________________________________________

Room:

_____________

SESSION 5 (10:40 am – 12:00 pm)
First Choice Title:

_________________________________________________________

Room:

_____________

Second Choice Title:

_________________________________________________________

Room:

_____________

Third Choice Title:

_________________________________________________________

Room:

_____________

SESSION 6 (12:20 pm – 1:40 pm)
First Choice Title:

_________________________________________________________

Room:

_____________

Second Choice Title:

_________________________________________________________

Room:

_____________

Third Choice Title:

_________________________________________________________

Room:

_____________

Notes:

SESSION Planning Form

Self-assessment and self-reflection are integral parts of professional development. Consider your strengths, interests
and needs to help guide your session selections. Since session capacity varies and seats are on a first-come basis, list
options just in case your first choice is full. We encourage you to spend time throughout Conference reflecting on your
learning experience. Make notes of the skills and knowledge you will commit to immediately putting into action. Share
your ideas and inspirations with others and seek ways to apply your learning as you continue on your professional
development path.
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Session One

SESSION ONE

Friday, September 16, 8:00 – 9:30 am
Play, Baby, Play… Learning Along The Way!
Room 201, Capacity: 90
Age Group: Infant/Toddler
Target Audience: Emerging
Jennifer Griffith, Joyce Capps—
Iredell Co. Partnership for Children
Play is crucial for a child’s social, emotional, physical, and
cognitive growth, especially in the first years of development
when play is a child’s way of discovering themselves, their
environment, and the world using all five senses. Explore
infant play and current brain research through the lens of
the NC Foundation’s Early Learning Standards. Hands-on
activities embed early learning indicators into developmentally appropriate activity planning to ensure responsive
teacher relationships while meeting the needs of the whole
child and their environment
“Can You Walk The Talk?” Putting
Professional Back Into Professional Practice
Room 202, Capacity: 40
Age Group: Adult Learners
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Lori Nanney, Kay McWhirter—Cleveland Community College
Engage in reflective practice to define how an Early
Childhood Educator should appeal to all the senses.
Professional practice with colleagues, administrators, parents,
and community stakeholders will be covered. Understand the
importance of self-efficacy while journeying through Maslow’s
hierarchy of needs, and how important it is to recognize how
the hierarchy applies to self and others. Learn the importance
of how recognizing one’s own needs and the needs of
others can impact interactions on a professional, social and
emotional level. Include whole and small group facilitation.
DAP in Pre-K to Grade 3: The Role of Principals and
Administrators in Ensuring Both Rigor and Developmentally Appropriate Practice in the Early Grades
Room 203, Capacity: 52
Age Group: Adult Learners
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Tanya Dennis—Purple Door Mission
Look at the unique role Principals and Administrators play in
overseeing and supporting teachers, families, and children
in the earliest grades. Learn important distinctions in the
pedagogical approach to teaching very young children and
how learning through play provides opportunities for rigorous
cognitive development. Deepen your knowledge of the
concept of Developmentally Appropriate Practice and learn
how to promote effective educational experiences for young
children while ensuring rigor and accountability.
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Word Walk: An Engaging Vocabulary
Strategy for Young Children
Room 204, Capacity: 48
Age Group: Preschool
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Priti Haria, PhD—
Richard Stockton University School of Education
This session will describe an instructional procedure for
explicit vocabulary instruction in the context of storybook
reading designed specifically for preschool children.
Research base will be presented for the vocabulary
protocol Word Walk. We will also discuss how to implement
the instructional sequence and protocol outcomes with
preschool children from diverse backgrounds, including a
large population of children learning English as a second
language. Attendees will leave the session with the
knowledge of how to plan and implement a new vocabulary
instructional sequence in their preschool classrooms.
Making Them Visible: Identifying, Serving, and
Supporting Children of Incarcerated Parents
Room 205, Capacity: 48
Age Group: Adult Learners
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Melissa Radcliff—
Our Children’s Place of Coastal Horizons Center
On any given day, there are an estimated 2.7 million children
in America with at least one incarcerated parent. Find out
what we know and do not know about these children (often
an invisible group dealing with shame, stigma, and a sense
of isolation) and the impact of parental incarceration, what
our responsibility is as early education educators to identify
and meet the needs of these children in our preschool
classrooms, and what resources exist in our communities.
Take learnings back to your own professional setting and
continue the conversation there.
Active Learning Mixology: A Divergent
Trainer’s Demo for Working a Room
Room 206, Capacity: 78
Age Group: Adult Learners
Target Audience: Experienced
Kelly Pfeiffer—Center for Child Care Career Development
Witness amazing possibilities for stretching your training
talents beyond your imagination. Add incredible active learning
strategies to your bag of tricks in this highly interactive and
fast paced session that uses the ordinary to create extraordinary results for your audience. Envision your training through
a new, multi-faceted lens and engage adults with novel
tools that really shake things up, raise the energy level and
provide multiple pathways to learning. Your next training
adventure awaits, and our focused time together will equip
you with a learning map to guide you on a future journey.

Unlock to Power of Blocks
Room 304, Capacity: 1555
Age Group: Preschool
Target Audience: Emerging
Ron Mohl—Lakeshore Learning Materials
Look at blocks as a way to engage young learners in multiple
areas of your curriculum. Explore the power of blocks with
math, language, science and music. By bringing intentional
teaching to the child, we will complement the natural
engagement that can be found with blocks through critical
thinking and cooperative learning.
Power of Positivity in My Classroom
Room 307, Capacity: 60
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Lara Kehle—KidScope
Zulaykah Clemons-Dunn—Exchange Family Center
Our brains’ responses to challenging behavior influence what
happens in our classroom and beyond. Strategies to help us
respond to challenging behaviors will be shared, modeled,
and practiced to help strengthen nurturing and positive
relationships.
Wow, this is fun! Making Science
Exciting through Music and Movement
Room 402, Capacity: 232
Age Group: Preschool through Grade 3
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Michael Longoria, PhD
Science should and can be exciting and meaningful during
the early childhood years. Young children and science make
perfect companions based on the child’s natural curiosity and
their love for music and expressive movement. Learn how
songs and movement can be used as a basis for developing
the interest and knowledge in science.

Read! Talk! Play! Building Blocks of Early Literacy
Room 301A, Capacity: 120
Age Preschool
Target Audience: Emerging
Elizabeth Santana—Wake County Public Schools
Young children love to be read to, talked with, and engaged
in play. Learn about intentional ways to maximize reading,
talking and playing opportunities throughout the day to build
a strong literacy foundation. Examine research, practice using
proven strategies of dialogic reading and the three T’s, and
learn how to integrate these into daily curriculum planning.
Fine Motor Skills…Write Out of the Box!
Room 301B, Capacity: 119
Age Group: Preschool
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Marianne Gibbs, Ed.D., OTR—Gibbs Consulting
Occupational therapist and NAEYC presenter Dr. Gibbs
shares meaningful activities and theoretical rationale for
the WHATs, HOWs, and WHYs of fine motor development
for children ages 3–6 years. This inspirational, practicechanging, and fun interactive experience will increase your
knowledge and support future efficient handwriting and
scissor skill development of young children.
Advancing Worthy Wages for Early
Educators through Policy and Practice
Room 302A, Capacity: 126
Age Group: Adult Learners
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Michele Rivest—NC Child Care Coalition
Rosemarie Vardell—Retired Professor
Early educators are the key to quality early education. Yet
all too often, teachers are underpaid and undervalued for
the important work they do. Join North Carolina’s leading
advocates to discuss effective strategies to advance the
education and compensation of the early childhood
workforce and build a high quality early education system.
Discuss national, state and local policy levers and funding
options, and share advocacy tools and strategies to move
the early education forward by keeping early education
teachers at the center of our work. Learn from local early
education teachers about how to conduct Worthy Wage
Campaigns and strategies to make the case in your own
community.

SESSION ONE

What’s the Difference? An
Introduction to Conscious Discipline
Room 303, Capacity: 140
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Mandy Lloyd—Conscious Discipline
When it comes to discipline and classroom management,
have you ever thought: there has got to be a better way?
There is! Learn how to create safe, connected classrooms
where problems can be solved with Conscious Discipline®.
Discover key ways Conscious Discipline is a transformational
shift from traditional discipline techniques. Four Brain Smart
Principles will be introduced that guide us as we shift from
responding instead of reacting to life as it unfolds.

Beyond Crafts: Teaching Art
(Even If You Can’t Draw A Stick Figure)
Room 302B, Capacity: 121
Age Group: Preschool
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Elspeth McClanahan, Becky Sterling—
North Raleigh United Methodist Preschool
Roll up your sleeves, get a little messy, and put on the
creative hat you didn’t realize you had. Learn why we teach
art, simple and basic techniques to help you start children
drawing, and easy fun ways to introduce the Great Masters,
in a way that is easy for you, that the children enjoy, and that
enhances process art. Can’t draw? No problem. You don’t
know Monet from Picasso? You will.
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SESSION ONE

Conscious Discipline with Infants & Toddlers
in Groups: Composure When It Counts!
Room 302C, Capacity: 120
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Kelli Rushing—Connect To Teach, LLC
Examine how perception dictates emotional state which
dictates behavior. Demonstrate active calming techniques
and activities that create connections with and among
children and adults using I Love You Rituals. Leave with a
plan to teach and set up a Safe Place™ for use with infants
and toddlers.
Supporting the Effective Use of Foundations:
Lessons Learned from Teachers
Room 305A, Capacity: 120
Age Group: Adult Learners
Target Audience: Experienced
Teressa Sumrall, PhD, Catherine Scott-Little, PhD—
UNC Greensboro
The North Carolina Foundations for Early Learning and
Development, which communicates our states’ goals for
children’s learning, are a key component of professional
development systems. Learn how teachers in NC are
using Foundations and gain strategies for strengthening
professional development to improve not only the quality of
care and education children receive, but also professional
development and support systems.
Effective Transitions: Enhancing the
School Experience for Children and Families
Room 305B, Capacity: 120
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Renee Johnson, Connie Wells—
Edgecombe County Public Schools
Amy Emerson, Bonita Daniels—Martin County Schools
Juliana Harris—Beaufort County Schools
Starting school can be both scary and exciting for parents
and children. Helping parents feel they have a voice by
acknowledging that they are a child’s first and most important
teacher helps set the tone for success in school. A smooth
transition helps children gain self-confidence, better relationships, and success in school. Discover strategies Pre-K and
Kindergarten demonstration teachers use to build relationships between teachers, children, families and the community
by designing and implementing transition practices from
home to any school setting.

Building a Bridge to Schools:
NC K-3 Formative Assessment Process
Room 306A, Capacity: 128
Age Group: Preschool through Grade 3
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Linda Leonard—BUILD
The NC K-3 Formative Assessment Process supports the
partnership between students, families and educators from
kindergarten through third grade as teachers meet children
where they are developmentally. At the start of each year,
then continuously through the normal classroom experience,
teachers observe children to understand their unique capabilities and adapt instruction and curriculum to best develop each
student to his or her potential. Learn how early educators have
an important role to play in children’s transition to
kindergarten.
Getting Our Hands Dirty: Holding On to Our Beliefs
Room 306B, Capacity: 128
Age Group: School Age
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Juliana Harris, Katie Vidal—Beaufort County Schools
Come and hear how two kindergarten teachers collaborated
with their grade level to plan and implement a year-long
garden project against all odds! Learn how this team of
teachers faced adversity, yet held fast to their belief that
every child deserves to have meaningful, developmentally
appropriate experiences, even in Kindergarten. With all of
the mandates forced upon teachers today, leave inspired
to advocate for best practices for your students too! It is
possible to have a successful play-based, learner-centered
kindergarten in today’s test-driven world. Hear the story
of advocacy found in the book Teaching Kindergarten:
Learner-Centered Classrooms for the 21st Century.
Ready, Set, Go Math!
Room 306C, Capacity: 128
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Ellen L. Mulligan—Kaplan Early Learning
This interactive session emphasizes the importance of
having children play, think, and verbalize mathematically.
Daily conversations are vital in shaping number sense
and conceptual understanding. Topics appropriate for the
Pre-K and K levels will be established as a curriculum base.
Correct use of manipulatives to develop these topics will be
introduced. Teachers will be able to implement the session
initiatives immediately, effectively, and easily.

SESSION CANCELLATION: We make every effort to avoid cancellation
of sessions, but unexpected issues may arise. For canceled sessions,
notices will be posted on the Convention Center reader boards, at the
session room door (when possible) and at the Registration area. If a
Presenter is not in a session, please check these notice areas.
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Session Two

Friday, September 16, 1:00 – 2:30 pm

Preschool Numeracy and Literacy: Combining to
Advance Early Childhood Learning Trajectories
Room 202, Capacity: 40
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging
Haley Ebel, Student
Walser Madison, Student
NAEYC provides guidance relating to many different issues in
early childhood education, including numeracy and literacy.
This session increases awareness of why numeracy and
literacy are important together. Demonstrations of learning
experiences will highlight math and literacy concepts
appropriate for young children as well as specific examples
of how to combine the appropriate content together while
considering diverse gender, cultural, linguistic, and ability
needs of children, families, and professionals. We will have
active discussions about the application of specific learning
experiences to your own settings.
Making Lesson Plans Work for Children… and You!
Room 203, Capacity: 52
Age Group: Preschool
Target Audience: Established
Carla O’Guin—Child Care Network
April Paterson—Spec Nine
Develop lesson plans that fit your needs as well as the needs
of your students. Explore lesson plan models currently being
used in our area and learn how to adapt lesson plans to
ensure student and teacher success.

Embracing the Whole Child: Intentional Classroom
Management for Toddlers – Threes
Room 204, Capacity: 48
Age Group: Infant/Toddler
Target Audience: Emerging
Stacy Lutz-Ovies—Buncombe Partnership for Children
Often classroom management responsibilities and
developmentally appropriate practices compete for time in
the busy classroom. When this battle takes place, children
and families lose. Explore what can be done in our toddler
to three classrooms to move beyond day-to-day survival
and toward classroom systems that allow teachers to focus
on intentional practices that embrace the whole child.
Discussion, group activities, and reflective practices will
connect required policies, daily teaching practices, families,
and children in ways that don’t lead to tears, stress, and
chaos in the classroom.
Using Dynamic Word Walls for K-2 Science and Literacy
Room 205, Capacity: 48
Age Group: School Age
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Debra Hall, Donna Kenestrick—
NC Department of Public Instruction
Students need to understand science explanations, have
the opportunity to generate their own evidence, reflect on
science knowledge, and participate productively in science.
Learn about teaching practices that support learning in both
science and literacy in K-2 classrooms. We will examine
how to implement Dynamic Word Walls that will engage
your students and are aligned to the North Carolina Science
Essential Standards.
Ensuring Mathematics Success for All
Room 307, Capacity: 60
Age Group: School Age
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Denise Schultz—NC Department of Public Instruction
Come experience the action required to ensure that all
students become mathematical thinkers and are prepared for
any academic or professional path they choose. Principles
to Actions from the National Council for the Teachers of
Mathematics sets froth a set of strongly recommended,
research-informed actions for all teachers, coaches, and
specialists in mathematics. NCDPI updates will also be given
during this session.

SESSION Two

Building Resiliency in Young Children
Experiencing Poverty through Responsive
Relationships in our Classrooms
Room 201, Capacity: 90
Age Group: Preschool
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Cymie L. Terry-Rawlins—Halifax Warren Smart Start
Young children experiencing poverty enter our childcare
programs every day. The poverty that they are experiencing
goes far beyond the lack of financial resources—many
children are experiencing a lack of healthy relationships, safe
home environments, good nutritional values, and are missing
the developmental support they need to be successful in
kindergarten and beyond. Early childhood professionals must
take advantage of everyday opportunities to begin to fill in
the health, physical, cognitive, and language development
gaps and build resilient children through positive, caring,
nurturing, supportive, and intentional relationships with them
in our classroom. Come as an Early Childhood Professional,
leave as a construction worker ready to build resilient
children for the world that they live in.

Full STEAM Ahead! Language and Literacy
Activities that Promote STEAM Education
Room 304, Capacity: 155
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
John Funk—University of Utah/Excelligence Learning
Focus on supporting language and literacy instruction
through STEM education. Participate in science, engineering
and math activities that also support language, pre-reading
and beginning reading strategies. Learn how to integrate
skills that provide the most support for early childhood
children. See hands-on activities and how to best utilize
materials already in the classroom.
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SESSION TWO

Nursery Rhymes, Movement, Brains Come Alive!
Hallway outside of Room 206
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Jody Cassell
Teresa Milton—Wilson County Schools
Jennifer Templeton—Johnston County Schools
Engage, motivate and focus your students to become full
learners. Warm them up to a day of learning by moving
their bodies, building their brains, and teaching them
language! Become an active participant observer in learning
BrainDance©, an eight-step sequence that is performed in
conjunction with nursery rhymes. Discover how BrainDance©
aligns with the North Carolina Foundations for Early
Learning and the North Carolina Professional Teaching
Standards. Learn first-hand how a Pre-K and a K teacher use
BrainDance© in their classrooms. Develop and take with you
a movement experience for use in your own classroom.
Planting the Seeds of Resilience,
One Interaction at a Time
Room 303, Capacity: 140
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Elizabeth Montero-Cefalo—Conscious Discipline
Healthy relational interactions are key to raising resilient
children who are able to manage stress and bounce back
when faced with adversity. These interactions can prove
to be challenging, especially when working with children
resisting connection and are exhibiting aggressive and
uncooperative behaviors. Conscious Discipline® offers an
effective approach to connecting with all children, especially
those hurting the most. Become empowered with ways to
calm the stress-response system for yourself and the child so
that healthy relationships can be formed.
Moving & Learning Across the Curriculum:
Active Learning for the Whole Child
Room 402, Capacity: 232
Age Group: Preschool
Target Audience: Established
Rae Pica
Domains of child development—physical, social/emotional,
and cognitive—are so intertwined in the early years that a
child can’t learn something in one domain without learning
something in the others. To truly educate the whole child,
we must recognize children as thinking, feeling, moving
human beings who learn through all their senses. Explore
activities that will offer children meaningful and long-lasting
educational experiences in art, language arts, mathematics,
music, science and social studies.
Healthy Eating and Active Play Throughout the Day!
Room 301A, Capacity: 120
Age Group: Preschool
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Ellie Morris—UNC-Chapel Hill/Go NAP SACC
As an Early Childhood Education professional, you play an
important role in helping children build habits for a healthy
life. Key nutrition and physical activity best practices for early
care and education settings will be covered. Identify why
they’re important learn to incorporate them into your own
classroom or program. Practical ideas and resources will be
shared, with time for reflection and planning. Get introduced
to Go NAP SACC, a suite of free online tools that provide
continuing support and resources to ECE professionals
making healthy changes to their programs.
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The Power of Pride
Room 301B, Capacity: 119
Age Group: Infant/Toddler through Pre-K
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Alicia Fink—Little Village Learning Academy
Adam Zablud—Children’s Village Academy
Discuss how having PRIDE in your job makes you a better
employee, co-worker and caregiver. Participate in role plays,
games and discussion illustrating professionalism, pride
and a career vs. a paycheck-driven attitude. Determine the
reasons you chose the Early Childhood field and remember
to take PRIDE in your profession.
Partnering With Inclusion Service
Professionals in the Early Childhood Classroom
Room 302A, Capacity: 126
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Jeneal Plyant, Autumn Bishop—
Onslow County Partnership for Children
In today’s Early Childhood Classroom, it is common to have
children with unique needs enrolled who are being served by
one or more exceptional children’s service professionals. The
effectiveness of these service professionals and the success
of the child being served depend on an effective collaboration with administration, teachers, and families. The goal of
this session is to help set up a system where early educators
can increase their ability to provide research based interventions in the absence of the service providers and is targeted
at both classroom teachers and service professionals.
EQuIPS: A New Tool to Measure Program Quality in QRIS
Room 302B, Capacity: 121
Age Group: Infant/Toddler through Pre-K
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Mary Lee Porterfield, Karen LaParo—UNC Greensboro
Dr. Danielle Crosby, Dr. Sharon Mims
This session is intended to provide updates on the Early
Childhood Quality Improvement Pathway System (EQuIPS)
project, the goal of which is to develop a new measurement
system to evaluate early childhood program quality within a
Quality Rating and Improvement System or QRIS. Join us to
learn about how EQuIPS incorporates classroom observation,
document review, and administrator and teacher interviews
to create a program-level portrait of quality. Hear about the
development of the measure and participate in a discussion
of the implementation of the measure in a pilot study of child
care centers and homes in North Carolina.
OPT-IN to Enhance Adult-Child Play Interactions
Through Professional Development and Coaching
Room 305A, Capacity: 120
Age Group: Adult Learners
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Hardin Engelhardt, Jordan Pearce—Marbles Kids Museum
What is your staff great at? Where do they have room
to grow? How can you create a common platform for
professional development that builds on existing strengths
in your organization and fosters new capabilities? Learn
about Marbles Kids Museum’s OPT-IN program, a series of
video modules that break down and demonstrate how to
have impactful play interactions with children supported by
daily conversation, coaching, and modeling of the strategies
included in the video modules. Learn about the successes of
the program, plans for expansion, and how you can replicate
the model at your own institution. Come willing to start
creating your own video training modules using a mobile
device to get started during the session.

Perception and Composure:
Tools for a Calmer Classroom!
Room 302C, Capacity: 120
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Heidi Condrey—Parent Child Development Corporation
In this Conscious Discipline® workshop, participants will
discover the power of perception and how this impacts adult
child interactions in the classroom. Participants will practice
specific techniques designed to target self-regulation and
disengaging the stress response in children and adults.
Participants will explore classroom structures that support the
skill of composure and how harnessing this skill contributes
to the development of self-regulation.

Engaging Parents as Advocates
for Early Learning
Room 306A, Capacity: 128
Age Group: Across Age/GradeTarget
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Beth Messersmith—MomsRising.org
LaDonna Allison—Carrboro Public Schools
Sheila Arias
Parents have a vested interest in supporting early learning,
but don’t always know how to engage and advocate for the
issues that impact their families. Learn proven approaches
that transform parents into advocates and how to overcome
barriers to engagement from MomsRising, one of the nation’s
leading parent organizing groups. Hear from two mothers
about tools that empowered them, and brainstorm ways
to share these tools with the parents you serve. Explore
outreach to Spanish-speaking parents and hear lessons
learned through the MamásConPoder.org community. Come
away with an action plan that moves parents from client to
advocate.

Eco-Explorations for the Primary Classroom Through
Children’s Literature and Hands-on Learning
Room 306B, Capacity: 128
Age Group: School Age
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Dr. Irene Aiken—UNC Pembroke
Open children’s eyes to the natural world and basic concepts
in conservation with memorable books and cooperativelearning games and activities. In this hands-on session, get
an overview of ecological themes including: how human
settlements grow; how people use natural resources to meet
their basic needs for food and energy; and the importance of
achieving a sustainable balance between people and nature.
Multi-disciplinary learning skills incorporated in hands-on
activities (and how they meet state standards) will be covered
along with children’s book recommendations that enhance
conceptual learning and build literacy skills.
Coaching and Mentoring with Power and Intention!
Room 306C, Capacity: 128
Age Group: Preschool
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Deborah Saperstein, Carla Stafford—
East Carolina University EESLPD
Teacher effectiveness is the number one predictor of student
achievement. This session provides coaches and mentors
with tools that re-ignite their coaching ability in order to
increase teacher effectiveness. Learn and practice how to
have powerful, purposeful interactions that promote growth
in teacher and student outcomes.

SESSION TWO

Guiding Behavior: Building
the Foundation for Social Skills
Room 305B, Capacity: 120
Age Group: Preschool through Grade 3
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Lisa Bruggeman—Asheville City Schools Preschool
Wendy Secrest—Catawba County Schools
Do you wonder how to keep control in your classroom? What
happens when you can’t teach because of all the challenging
behaviors? Children presenting challenging behaviors
provide us with the best opportunity for teaching! If you are
ready for a new perspective on behaviors and interested in
increasing your skills and knowledge supporting all learning
by intentionally teaching social skills and guiding behavior in
an appropriate way, look no further.

Early Ed for President:
Quality Care Counts!
Room 206, Capacity: 78
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Ashley Reid—Child Care Resources Inc.,
Paige Moretz—NCaeyc
Imagine if each child had health and development on track,
a supportive and supported family and community and high
quality birth-to-eight education. Imagine if Early Childhood
Educators were part of a larger community working to
achieve the same outcomes for children. It’s possible if
we align our policies and practices around a shared set
of measures, and it’s beginning to happen. Through the
NC Pathways to Grade-Level Reading, the state’s early
education, public agency, policy, philanthropic and business
leaders have agreed to a set of shared outcomes. Learn
about the initiative and help shape the next phase of its work.

Meet author and Conference Keynote
Rae Pica for a book signing. She will be

signing her book What If Everybody Understood
Child Development? Friday at 2:30 pm in the
Third Floor Main Lobby. The book will be for
sale at the NCaeyc Merchandise Booth, also
in the Third Floor Main Lobby.
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Friday, September 16, 3:00 – 4:30 pm
Primary Caregiving and Continuity of Care:
How Do You Make it Work in the Real World?
Room 201, Capacity: 90
Age Group: Infant/Toddler
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Ginger Thomas—Child Care Services, Inc.
Jason Carrow—Care-O-World Early Learning Center
Get introduced to both primary caregiving and continuity
of care, then learn techniques and strategies that help
implement these two philosophies within real world
caregiving environments. The techniques and strategies are
based on two foundations: the Program for Infant Toddler
Care and lessons learned from implementing the NC Babies
First program (a Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge
Grant Activity).
Transitioning the Departing Employee—
Let’s Consider the Good, Bad and Ugly
Room 202, Capacity: 40
Age Group: Adult Learners
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Marta Koesling, Bethany Shaefer—
Iredell County Partnership for Young Children
Staff leave employment—sometimes it’s for good and
happy reasons, sometimes it’s fallout over conditions that
have deteriorated and feel bad. There are also times when
departing is ugly with threatened lawsuits and serious smear
campaigns. This session targets strategies for all three
scenarios. Administrators learn how to handle the exiting
employee, the children and families, co-workers and still be
able to sleep at night. Discuss exit interviews and checklists,
notification of families and co-workers, farewell gestures, and
dealing with transition and filling the position.
Teacher Tools for Success
Room 203, Capacity: 52
Age Group: Preschool
Target Audience: Established
Ivan Azamar, Amanda Blakely—Childcare Network
Every teacher needs the proper tools in the classroom
to be successful. Learn how to connect with young
children through visual representations. Proper classroom
management systems and routines will increase learning in
the classroom and allow for more meaningful experiences
that provide lasting impacts on young children.
Tips for Integrating Diversity and
Multiculturalism into the Classroom
Room 204, Capacity: 48
Age Group: Preschool
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Debbie Johnson—ECU-EESLPD
ECEs are called to do many difficult tasks, one of the most
difficult being providing children with diverse multicultural
experiences. Since diversity and multicultural education must
occur consistently in Early Childhood programs, we need
to examine ways our curriculum and instruction can be as
multicultural and diverse as possible. Learn how to ensure
this happens on a daily basis.
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Incorporating STEM Activities In Weekly
Lesson Plans For Preschool Age Children
Room 205, Capacity: 48
Age Group: Preschool
Target Audience: Established
Ferali Puerta—Happy Face Day Care
Gina Allen—Bryson Montessori Christian
Brenda K. Williamson
Walk through the process of incorporating STEM activities to
lesson plans linking to Creative Curriculum and Foundations.
Engage in hands-on step-by-step processes through
children’s STEM work samples and personal experiences
from NC pre-k teachers in the STEM Project.
Bridging G A P S by Building Effective Communication
Room 206, Capacity: 78
Age Group: Preschool
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Shawnonne Pickett
It’s either the tell tale sign of a successful, healthy classroom
environment or the sign that communication is truly
lacking. It’s where learning beyond academics begin, yet
the strongest element of academic success. We are the
example for our children on successfully handling and
overcoming differences occuring in the average early
childhood classroom. Learn how to be successful in building
strong relationships with the families we serve as well as the
people we work with and for. This hands on, informative, and
relative session is a MUST to help Early Childhood Educators
looking to alleviate high turn-over ratios, longing for healthy
parent-teacher and intra-staff relationships, and hoping for
the positive impact on the children we teach and love.
“I don’t want to and you can’t make me!”
Shifting Defiance To Compliance
Room 303, Capacity: 140
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Mandy Lloyd—Conscious Discipline
In this Conscious Discipline® session, Learn how to help
children shift from defiance to compliance and to build
connections that will foster willingness and cooperation in
children. Practice the Skill of Composure so that you can
download calm to an upset child rather than be drawn into
a power struggle. Understand how to A.C.T.: Acknowledge
feelings, Communicate assertively, and Teach pro-social
behaviors.

Engaging Diverse Learners With PBS KIDS Ready to Learn
Room 304, Capacity: 155
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Lauren McDowell, Nanette Ausby, Sabrina White, UNC-TV

“Am I Biased?” Let’s Talk About How To
Become A More Culturally Responsive Educator
Room 307, Capacity: 60
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Bonita H. Porter, MSW, LCSW—Sandhills Center
The understanding and application of unconscious bias
awareness has the potential to provide educators with rich
and powerful insights on how to effectively communicate with
and engage children and families of diverse communities.
Bonita infuses humor and personal storytelling in the context
of current events and case studies, and engages us in a safe
and comfortable environment that results in understanding
the power of inclusion while maintaining one’s own identity,
values and beliefs. Broaden your understanding of diverse
perspectives relative to race, culture and life experiences.
Bring Children’s Stories to Life with
Vivian Paley’s Story Acting Curriculum!
Room 402, Capacity: 232
Age Group: Preschool through Grade 3
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Pat Tuttle—Warren Wilson College (retired)
LeeAnn Wright—Verner Center for Early Learning
Build joyful connections within your classroom community
through story telling/story acting, a proven literacy curriculum
built on the iconic work of Vivian Paley, where children
dictate stories which are then acted out by their classmates.
Learn how standards from Foundations and Common Core
are supported through story telling/story acting. By learning
strategies for authentically bringing children’s words to life,
we are reminded of how play and pretend are foundational
in early childhood curriculum simultaneously engaging
children’s enthusiasm for “their story” and providing for their
emerging literacy skills in vocabulary, comprehension, print
awareness, narrative development, and creative thinking.

Using Technology for Fun (and Profit)
Room 301B, Capacity: 119
Age Group: Preschool
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Amy Latta—Childcare Network
It’s time to feel more confident about your computer! You
can make engaging resources for your classroom using
free online tools. Learn how to write reflections and
interact with a professional learning community with a
blog. Create content to meet the social-emotional and
cognitive abilities while including all types of learners. You
might even make some extra money! If you know how to
use a keyboard and mouse, you’re bound to take away
lots of great ideas.
Supplemental Instruction for Early Numeracy Concepts
Room 302A, Capacity: 126
Age Group: School Age
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Matt Hoskins, Denise Schulz—
NC Department of Public Instruction
Learn how to identify and respond to young children who
are grappling with early numeracy concepts with practical
applications (based on research) for supplemental instruction
in concepts related to: counting, connecting number to
magnitude, comparing and ordering numbers, composing
and decomposing numbers, and adding to and taking away.
Particular emphasis given on identifying students requiring
supplemental instruction, the content of that instruction, and
evaluating the teaching and learning process.

SESSION THREE

Every day, teachers take an active role in improving
educational outcomes for their students and commit their
time, skills and resources to make sure that children succeed
in the 21st century classroom. In this session, participants
will gain knowledge and receive a variety of resources and
content that prepares all kids, especially America’s most
vulnerable children, for success in this digital age. Participants
will make intentional connections in diverse subject areas,
integrating the content with diverse learners, and linking the
content to multiple standards. Table to table, page to page,
activity to activity, experience the pleasures of learning!

Growing Up Wild
Room 301A, Capacity: 120
Age Group: School Age
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Rebecca Skiba—NC Wildlife Resources Commission
Many educators of young children report they need more
background knowledge to comfortably lead learners when
exploring various topics and subject areas, particularly in
math and science. Experiences with nature, knowledge,
attitudes and behaviors with respect to nature are equally
varied. Growing Up WILD demonstrates through its materials
and training programs how early childhood learning
objectives can be reached through use of the outdoors and
nature-themed activities combined with art, music, and play.
It also builds the confidence of Early Childhood Educators to
lead outdoor explorations by providing ready-made activities,
easily digestible background information, and high quality
personal training programs.
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Cultural Competence: The Future is Now
Room 302B, Capacity: 121
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Claudia Rebolledo—Guilford Child Development
Infusing cultural responsiveness as a measure of quality is
challenging given the current methods commonly used to
assess early childhood programs. This session addresses
this issue by introducing culturally responsive teaching
practices and discusses such topics as cultural conditioning,
children’s development of cultural identity, and culturally
responsive practice. Policy implications and recommendations for including cultural responsiveness as a fundamental
aspect will be discussed.
Consciously Connecting with
Children: I Love You Rituals
Room 302C, Capacity: 120
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Ashley Cooper—Conscious Discipline
During this interactive Conscious Discipline® session, learn
the purpose and essential components of I Love You Rituals.
These structured connection activities are designed to wire
the brain for willingness and impulse control, while authentically communicating unconditional acceptance and love to
all students. Come ready to learn, practice, and leave with
activities that will reach even the most disconnected children.
Ready, Set, School! Playing Your Way to School Readiness
Room 305A, Capacity: 120
Age Preschool through Grade 3
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Hardin Engelhardt, Martina Van Gelderen—
Marbles Kids Museum
What does school readiness mean? How can teachers and
parents intentionally foster literacy, numeracy, and social
and emotional development through play? Learn more
about what kids need to know and be able to do to be
successful in Kindergarten and participate in hands-on play
that gets them ready. Learn to coach staff to play in ways that
encourage school readiness using lots of reading, writing,
math, and science fun!
Building a Relationship With Your Teacher
Assistant: Valuable for You and Students
Room 305B, Capacity: 120
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Karla Carpenter—Catawba County Schools
Jennifer Lester—Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools
Juliana Harris—Beaufort County Schools
Teacher Assistants are a lifeline for teachers, students, and
families. Hear ideas for building relationships with your
Teacher Assistant and utilizing them in both Preschool and
Kindergarten settings to aid in documentation, transitions,
and emotional/social support. Presenters include Preschool
and Kindergarten Teachers, Teacher Assistants, and
Administrators.
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Autism: Our Journey Together, A Message of Hope
Room 306A, Capacity: 128
Age Group: Adult Learners
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
DJ Svoboda, Cindy Svoboda
Join artist DJ Svoboda and his mom Cindi as they share
the story of their journey together and a message of hope.
Discover the importance of increased awareness of autism
and for acceptance and inclusion for individuals with autism.
Hear DJ’s powerful message that those with autism have a
great and wonderful place in this world can make it a better
place for us all.
Building A Birth-to-Eight Strategy
to Launch Successful Learners
Room 306B, Capacity: 128
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Tracy Zimmerman, Mandy Ableidinger—
NC Early Childhood Foundation
Imagine if each child had health and development on track, a
supportive and supported family and community and high
quality birth-to-eight education. Imagine if Early Childhood
Educators were part of a larger community working to achieve
the same outcomes for children. It’s possible if we align our
policies and practices around a shared set of measures, and
it’s beginning to happen. Through the NC Pathways to GradeLevel Reading, the state’s early education, public agency,
policy, philanthropic and business leaders have agreed to a
set of shared outcomes. Learn about the initiative and help
shape the next phase of its work.
The Best Ideas Yet!
Room 306C Capacity: 128
Age Group: Preschool
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Lorrie Looper, Martha Berry—UNC Charlotte
Gather ideas and strategies for improving teaching and
learning in preschool classrooms. See pictures from
classrooms across North Carolina that demonstrate effective
teaching practices and powerful opportunities for child
learning. Hands-on materials and resources from classrooms
will provide teachers with ideas for useful strategies and
tools. Share your own ideas as well during this energizing
and motivating learning experience!

PLEASE NOTE: Although we make every effort to
ensure that the sessions offered at the NCaeyc
Conference are aligned with NCaeyc/NAEYC’s
standards of practice, we cannot always guarantee
this to be true. Therefore the views expressed
within the Conference sessions do not necessarily
represent those of NCaeyc and NAEYC. Likewise,
the presence of advertising or exhibits by vendors
does not imply an endorsement of these products
or services by NCaeyc or NAEYC.

Session Four

Saturday, September 17, 9:00 – 10:20 am

Embracing the “E” in STEM/STEAM:
Engineering and Young Children
Room 304, Capacity: 155
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
John Funk—University of Utah/Discount School Supply
“If you build it, they will learn.” Building, constructing, critical
thinking, and creating are all part of beginning engineering
strategies for young children. Learn how to extend basic
classroom activities into opportunities for providing support
for beginning engineering skills. Use hands-on materials to
experience engineering strategies, such as fun with blocks
becoming constructing with a purpose. Be amazed at what
you can do to support your students in developing beginner
engineering skills.
Updates and Questions for the ITERS-R
Room 307, Capacity: 60
Age Group: Infant/Toddler
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Megan Porter, Allison Hall—
NC Rated License Assessment Project
Learn basic terms and definitions of the ITERS-R as well as
lower scoring items and indicators. Get detailed information
about the ITERS-R and its application in NC Rated License
assessments. Through large and small group discussions,
videos, and other NCRLAP resources, we’ll better understand
the requirements of the ITERS-R and see examples of how
programs have earned credit for lower scoring items.
Sensational Science! Intentional,
Brain-Based Instruction That Works
Room 302A, Capacity: 126
Age Group: School Age
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Susan Styons
Samantha Chauncey—Pitt Community College
Children are natural scientists. Among every child’s first words
is the word “Why?” because the brain is hard-wired to explore
and understand the natural world. This innate motivation is
a teacher’s greatest tool. Children want to talk about, read
about, write about, and DO science, and when we combine
quality, brain-based instruction with sensational science
lessons we teach the way the brain learns and promote the
development of high-level literacy. A fun-filled, hands-on
laboratory of brain-based science lessons that work!

Hip-Hop to Rock: Developing Early Reading
Skills Through Music and Movement
Room 402, Capacity: 232
Age Group: Preschool through Grade 3
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Michael Longoria, PhD
Music and movement makes learning fun. More importantly,
these experiences during the early years are necessary
for wiring developing brains for reading. Singing, chanting,
gestures, rhythm patterns, and physical movement develop
critical early reading skills (phonological and phonemic
awareness, fluency, vocabulary and confidence), while
meeting the needs of ALL children, regardless of their
linguistic, physical, emotional, cognitive or social challenges.
Better Than Eating Worms:
A Practical Guide For Presenting With Ease
Room 301A, Capacity: 120
Age Group: Adult Learners
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Kimberley Mitcham, Bethany Shaefer—
Iredell County Partnership for Young Children
Gain practical information on how to design and implement
effective presentations in this humor-filled session. Learn
presentation design from preparation stages to final delivery
aspects including the value of choosing an effective title,
engaging participants, delivery of information, appropriate
use of humor, planning visuals and evaluating success.
Take a Peek at a Week:
Incorporating the NC KEA into Daily Instruction
Room 301B, Capacity: 119
Age Group: School Age
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Darlene Germano, Catherine Woodall—
NC Department of Public Instruction
As teachers implement the NC KEA process, it is beneficial
to recognize that many K teachers have all the skills needed
to begin the process in their classrooms. Teachers will be
empowered to carefully consider their weekly lesson plans
and incorporate the formative assessment process into what
has already been planned. Join the Office of Early Learning
to learn how easily an educator can gather evidence of
learning about kindergarten students without stopping
instruction. Suggestions will assist teachers in identifying
the next steps in the instructional process while meeting the
needs of the whole child.

SESSION four

Emotional Geography: What State Are You In?
Room 303, Capacity: 140
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Mandy Lloyd—Conscious Discipline
Emotional states are contagious! Many of us were raised
with the belief that if we would change or “act right”, then
the adults in our lives wouldn’t be so out-of control. The truth
is that we must maintain self-control in order for children to
learn self-control. We often blame children for causing our
upset instead of taking responsibility for managing our own
emotional state before responding to conflict. This Conscious
Discipline® workshop focuses on first changing the
perceptions of the adults so that they in turn can effectively
respond to children’s behaviors and emotions in healthy and
developmentally appropriate ways.

The Five Biggest Reasons Why Challenging
Behavior Occurs in Your Classroom
Room 302B, Capacity: 121
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging
Katherine Generaux—Partners in Learning
Virginia Nevitt-Gil—The Bridge Academy
Five essential components result in challenging behavior in
the classroom. Understanding how these components impact
classroom behavior is the key to eliminating challenging
behavior. We’ll look closely at each component and discover
how a few important changes can impact classroom behavior
in a positive way.
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Tattling: A Teaching Tool for
Assertiveness and Conflict Resolution
Room 302C, Capacity: 120
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Heidi Condrey—Parent Child Development Corporation
In this Conscious Discipline® session, discover how to utilize
tattling and the everyday conflict moments that happen in
the classroom as opportunities to teach. Learn three primary
types of tattling, the motive behind each type of tattling,
and strategies for responding to each type of tattling that
empower both of the victim and the aggressor. Discover
classroom structures that support the skill of child assertiveness and how to use these structures to facilitate conflict
resolution.
Supporting All Children With SEFEL:
Adaptations & Modifications of SEFEL Strategies
Room 305A, Capacity: 120
Age Group: Infant/Toddler through Pre-K
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Lindsay N. Giroux—Wake County Public Schools
Using the SEFEL framework for supporting children’s
social-emotional development can help all children to grow,
but can also be adapted to support children with disabilities. Explore SEFEL materials and strategies used in pre-K
classrooms to establish routines and support friendship skills
and emotional literacy. We will brainstorm ways to modify
supports for children, including those with multiple disabilities, needing information presented in a different way. Take
away ideas for low-cost materials and strategies to reach all
learners.
Intentionally Connecting With Families:
The Power of Family Engagement
Room 305B, Capacity: 120
Age Group: Preschool through Grade 3
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Shari Funkhouser, Holly White—Asheboro City Schools
Gina Troball—Carteret Schools
Jessica Hendley—Cabarrus County Schools
Acquire the components of high quality family interactions
and connections. Presentations, small group activities, and
whole group sharing of ideas and self-reflection will develop
understanding of the importance of those connections to
provide positive outcomes for children. Explore intentional
strategies and activities to improve family connections in
daily practice.
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The North Carolina Early Childhood Director Leadership
Institute: Connecting Leaders to Improve Practice
Room 306A, Capacity: 128
Age Group: Adult Learners
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Dr. Rebecca Shore—UNC Charlotte
The Early Childhood Director Leadership Institute (ECDLI)
project began with the awarding of a Race-to-the-Top
Early Learning Challenge grant to Child Care Resources,
Incorporated (CCRI) in Charlotte, North Carolina to conduct
a statewide professional development initiative for early
childhood program administrators over 3 years from 2013
to 2015. In addition to leadership curriculum, the Institutes
provided training on additional topics including the Program
Administration Scale (PAS), the theory and application of
Small Tests of Change (SToC), and the process of creating
a change framework for becoming a culturally competent
leader at both the program and systems level. This presentation includes results from these measures.
Where’s The Math? Discovering Math Hidden in Books
Room 306B, Capacity: 128
Age Group: Preschool
Target Audience: Emerging
Tomeka Sidberry—Warren County Schools
All about numbers and number sense, geometry, measurement,
graphing, and algebra and math, which are everywhere if you
know how to find them! Math is in children’s literature, hidden
in the books they love for you to read to them. Take a look at
children’s classics and new titles in a different way to uncover
the math concepts embedded in the stories. It doesn’t end
there… it’s in art, blocks, manipulative, housekeeping, science,
it’s everywhere in the Early Childhood Classroom! Learn
effective ways to incorporate math while building strategies to
ensure that developmentally appropriate practices and positive
interactions are meeting the needs of the whole child, while
actively engaging children through hands-on creative activities
that help young children discover MATH in a whole new way.
Hands-on activities and visual aids provide tools to take back to
the classroom.
APPsolutely an Easy Way to Collect Evidence:
NC K-3 Formative Assessment Process APP
Room 306C, Capacity: 128
Age Group: School Age
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Erika Beattie, Mia Sherard—
NC Department of Public Instruction
Manipulate this user-friendly app to learn how to easily
capture documentation in the moment and practice capturing
evidence of students’ learning using audio, video, photo, and
text notes. Identify an appropriate learning status for students
using the evidences collected for each student. Leave
prepared to gather different types of evidence with just a few
taps of the NC K-3 Formative Assessment Process APP. Bring
your device and login information for the NC K-3 Formative
Assessment Process Platform.

Session Five

Saturday, September 17, 10:40 – 12:00 pm

A Wealth of Possibilities: Exploring Reggio Emilia’s
Approach to Early Childhood Education
Room 304, Capacity: 155
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Dr. Sharon Palsha—UNC-CH
Vividly illustrated through photos and video, visit what are
considered the best inclusive infant-toddler and preschool
programs in the world to learn from Reggio Emilia’s key
principles—image of all children as competent, families as
partners, teachers as researchers, environment as a third
teacher, education based on relationships, documentation
and progettazione. Leave with a personal plan of action
for your own work to promote the strong potential of all
children and their families. Revisit your action plan by viewing
Reggio’s Wonder of Learning exhibit coming to Durham, NC,
open free to the public from January to May 2017.

Practicing Trust: Slowing Down to Enjoy
Authentic Pathways to Literacy and Learning
Room 301A, Capacity: 120
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Lacy Manship, Vidya Atreya—ALC Mosaic
What if we trusted that learning is a natural process? How
would it FEEL to slow down and enjoy children as they are
right now? Find out how to bring the Slow Movement, a
growing social collaboration that asks us to try on new beliefs
about life’s pace and priorities, to your setting. Through
guided visualization and interacting with research learn to
shift beliefs about literacy and lower stress. View photos
and engage with “invitations to play” to reframe literacy
development as a natural part of slow education. Leave with
ideas for intentional materials and rhythmic flow to slow down.
Moving from a Playground to An Outdoor Learning
Environment (OLE): One Community College’s Adventure
Room 301B, Capacity: 119
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Jennifer Jones—Alamance Community College
Hear and see about the move from a playground to an OLE
at an on-site community college child care center. Learn
the difference between a playground and an OLE and
review best practices for OLEs. We will discuss Alamance
Community College’s child care center’s experience
including staff attitude changes, funding challenges,
and the design process.

Intergenerational Programming:
Making Connections Among Children and Seniors
Room 307, Capacity: 60
Age Group: Adult Learners
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Jessica Carter, Sandy Hamm—Generations Development Day
See photos, videos, and anecdotes from an intergenerational
program and understand the value of such programs to
children, seniors, and their families. Discuss possibilities for
collaboration and implementation of such programs in your
own community.

Diversity in the 21st Century Classroom
Room 302A, Capacity: 126
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Theresa Sanders, Nicole Boone—
Onslow County Partnership for Children
TIdentify potential cultural barriers in the child care setting
and gain techniques and tools to create a non-biased
classroom environment. Participate in culturally diverse group
exercises and role play activities, learning how to define and
exercise cultural diversity methods in your program.

“Turning up” Early Childhood: Unleashing the
Excellence Of Children With Hip Hop learning
Room 402, Capacity: 232
Age Group: School Age
Target Audience: Established
Anthony Broughton—Anderson University
When used in developmentally appropriate ways, Hip Hop
can be used to “turn up” and foster the social-emotional,
cognitive, physical, and language development of children.
Learn techniques and approaches to foster such learning
using Hip Hop from counting to the alphabet. Engage in
interactive examples that supplement cultural diversity
approaches in the classroom. We will be up and moving!

Helping Teachers Implement Curriculum With Fidelity By
Individualizing Professional Development and Mentoring
Room 302B, Capacity: 121
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Experienced
Doris Brown—Teaching Strategies
Coaches, mentors, and administrators: gain a greater
understanding of the coaching role along with practical
strategies for improving work with teachers and caregivers
at all levels of implementation. Discover ways to enhance
coaching quality, tailoring it to the individual strengths,
needs, and opportunities observed in programs.

SESSION Five

Building Community: Creating a School
Family with Conscious Discipline
Room 303, Capacity: 140
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Jane Plum—United Christian Parish Preschool
From the front door to the teacher supply room, make school
a place of joy and learning by building connections among all
the adults and children. Transform you school and classroom
into a peaceful place with Conscious Discipline® rituals and
structures that optimize brain development and support
learning.
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SESSION FIVE

The Truth About Consequences
Room 302C, Capacity: 120
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Mandy Lloyd, Conscious Discipline
Every moment of conflict offers us a choice: will we teach
or will we punish? Often the words “consequence” and
“punishment” are used interchangeably when in fact they
are fundamentally different when it comes to discipline. In
this Conscious Discipline® workshop, learn five principles of
effective consequences, including the difference between
punishment and consequence, as well as three types of
consequences and when to use them.
Preview! NC Foundations Advanced
Online Course on Emotional-Social
Development and Family Engagement
Room 305A, Capacity: 120
Age Group: Adult Learners
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Christine Harradine, Robin Rooney—
FPG Child Development Institute
Preview the new online “Advanced Course on Emotional
and Social Development & Family Engagement.” This
course is a series of 7 self-paced modules for the early care
and education community that promote the use of the NC
Foundations for Early Learning and Development. One of
the modules will be demonstrated. We will discuss how you
might use the modules to meet professional development
requirements in your systems and what supports you need in
order to maximize use of the modules.
Making the Most of a Day in K:
Connecting Research and Practice
Room 305B, Capacity: 120
Age Group: School Age
Target Audience: Experienced
Marylee Sease, Lee Messer—Haywood County Schools
Amy Blessing—Pender County Schools
Susan Choplin—Forsyth County Schools
Join 4 Kindergarten Demonstration Classroom Teachers in
discussing using classroom data to make the most of our day
as well as the 7 predictors for positive 3rd grade outcomes
(small group instruction, peer collaboration, oral language
development, vocabulary development, early math concepts,
scaffolded instruction, and metacognition) and how we strive
to incorporate these into daily classroom practices.

40 | 2016 NCAEYC CONFERENCE PROGRAM

Developing Young Minds: The Role of Complexity
in Developmentally Appropriate Practice
Room 306A, Capacity: 128
Age Group: Infant/Toddler
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Dr. Rebecca Shore—UNC Charlotte
Learn how increasing complexity in the early childhood
environment in developmentally appropriate ways can
increase dendritic branching and build broader neural
networks in a child’s brain over time. Research will be
shared in understandable and humorous ways that lead to a
deeper understanding of how to enrich the early childhood
environment. Learn practical ways to accomplish this
enrichment effort as well as the importance of continued
advocacy for cultivating understanding and support.
Sign Language in the Early Childhood
Classroom: Inclusion of All Children
Room 306B, Capacity: 128
Age Group: School Age
Target Audience: Established
Stradley Smith—UNC Greensboro
Meredith Highfill
Sign language is beneficial in the classroom in the following
ways: reduce frustration; increase parent involvement;
decrease biting and other aggressive behaviors; help
teachers be more observant and responsible; build affection
and trust between caregivers and children; and provide a
universal language. See demonstrations and learn about the
variety of uses for sign language in the class setting, and
leave with resources to further the implementation of sign
language in the classroom.
Reaching For The STARS With The NC KEA:
Strategic Teaching, Assessment, & Response
Room 306C, Capacity: 128
Age Group: School Age
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Nicki Galloway, Cindy Dewey—
NC Department of Public Instruction
Explore the five critical components of formative assessment
with strategic teaching at the core. Understanding the 5
Critical Components of the NC K-3 Formative Assessment
Process results in STAR teaching and supports optimal
learning conditions. Learn how to align teacher behaviors
with formative assessment to yield responsive systems of
support for every child.

Session Six

Saturday, September 17, 12:20 – 1:40 pm
Words Have Power
Room 303, Capacity: 140
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Ashley Cooper—Conscious Discipline
As ECEs, the words we choose to use each and every day
are shaping the minds of the children in our care. Evaluate
the messages we send to children through our language and
interactions. Learn about the Conscious Discipline® skill of
Encouragement and be challenged to utilize language that
promotes noticing, connecting and accepting all children for
who they are.

Investigating Justice: Embedding Issues
of Social Justice into the Project Approach
Room 307, Capacity: 60
Age Group: Preschool through Grade 3
Target Audience: Emerging
Toni Miguel—UNC Chapel Hill
Early childhood teachers today face greater diversity in the
classroom than ever before. It is essential that teachers in
the field are prepared to work with young children in ways
that acknowledge and address issues of social justice
within the existing curriculum. Novice and early career early
childhood teachers will learn to think about the lived realities
of the children in their class, and brainstorm ways to embed
these issues into existing topics and investigations that are
interesting to young children.
Cutting Loose: Integrating “Loose Parts”
into your School’s Learning Philosophy
Room 402, Capacity: 232
Age Group: Preschool
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Jonathan Williams, Christine Tucker—
Verner Center for Early Learning
The use of outdoor space as a learning environment has
been an enigma for many early education centers. Educators
and administrators are often torn between the prospects
of letting their students run free or constructing ‘intentional’
activities that are too linear. We will examine the deep
learning experiences that can be obtained in outdoor spaces
by highlighting ways educators can use the outdoors to meet
the developmental guidelines required by state and licensing
regulations. Utilizing a constructivist approach to learning that
encourages childhood exploration and the creative use of
‘loose parts,’ teachers and administration will learn practical
methods that can transform the outdoors into a productive
extension of the classroom.

Jumpstart STEM Thinking with
Process Art in Your Classroom
Room 302A, Capacity: 126
Age Group: Preschool
Target Audience: Established
Ginny Streckewald—Childcraft Education
Art activities provide ECEs with opportunities to support
creative problem solving skills along with a wide variety
of both developmental and learning goals. Explore how
to engage young children in open-ended art activities
that support STEM learning.
Don’t Be a DRIP Educator:
PLCs Can Enhance Learning about the Whole Child
Room 302B, Capacity: 121
Age Group: School Age
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Jami Graham, Donna Albaugh—
NC Department of Public Instruction
Educators sometimes find themselves as Data Rich and
Information Poor (DRIP) teachers. Avoid being a DRIP by
learning how to collect evidence of student learning in relation
to the NC Kindergarten Entry Assessment (KEA) Construct
Progressions. This data collection can lead to rich conversations in a PLC while serving as a catalyst for instructional
change in grades K-3. See evidences of student learning that
enables educators to discuss a student’s current learning
status and the subsequent instructional steps along a learning
progression. Gain a better understanding of the NC KEA
construct progressions and tools to support PLC
conversations that focus on the whole child.

SESSION six

Rocking Around The Circle
Room 304, Capacity: 155
Age Group: Preschool
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Demetrice Williams, Beatriz I. Irizarry-Marquez—
Lenoir County Public Schools
Tired of the same old games and songs during group time?
Join us for a hands-on literacy workshop that ensures fun
and creative learning. Leave with great ideas that enhance
circle time learning using letter recognition, rhyming,
alliteration, letter sounds, and much more!

Professionalism in Childcare? Absolutely!
Room 301B, Capacity: 119
Age Group: Adult Learners
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Roxanne Knight, Dalvin Knight—Rising Star Christian Academy
Learn how to use electronic forms to assess potential
employees before bringing them in for an interview, assess
hired employees following their orientation period, and use
electronic forms as a performance review tool. Find out how
electronic forms can be used to effectively access student
records from any internet connection and keep records
up-to-date and secure. Learn how to create and embed
electronic forms on your school’s website to keep families
informed and involved, and how to automate enrollment
documents, employment documents, school tours and
information request forms.

Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle: Creating A Natural Outdoor
Learning Environment Using Repurposed Materials
Room 305A, Capacity: 120
Age Group: Infant/Toddler
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Kelsey Lyalls, Dusty Lange—Generations Development Day
See photos and videos demonstrating a naturalized outdoor
learning environment created with a focus on sustainability,
using found, donated, and recycled materials. Discover ways
to repurpose common household items to be used for outdoor
play as well as ideas for community collaboration to assist
with such a project in your center and community.
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SESSION SIX

I Can See What TO DO!
Using Visual Supports with Young Children
Room 302A, Capacity: 120
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Kelli Rushing—Connect To Teach, LLC
In order for young children to effectively learn, they must
experience security and feel connected to members of the
group and to adults. See how Conscious Discipline® provides
skills and structures that create environments accomplishing
them while supporting optimum brain development. Examine
how visual cues support feelings of safety, connectedness
and developing executive skills in young children, and create
a plan to use or enhance visual routines or schedules in a
home or school setting.
Being Intentional: Connecting Pre-K and K
Room 305B, Capacity: 120
Age Group: Adult Learners
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Susan Choplin—Forsyth County Schools
Amy Harding—Cabarrus County Schools
Sarah Hopkins—Carteret County Schools
Gain knowledge and ideas for enhancing classroom
practices that connect and extend student learning between
Pre-K and Kindergarten. A variety of practical examples will
be shared through photos, video, and sample documents.
Relevant for teachers, parents, and administrators, questions
addressed include: What are the connections between Pre-K
and Kindergarten standards, formative assessment, and
best practices? How can Pre-K and Kindergarten teachers
support each other’s work? How can we be more intentional
about the Pre-K and K partnership across schools, counties,
regions, and our state?
Teaching Young Children Peace In Times Of Conflict
Room 301A, Capacity: 120
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Wanda Fowler—Edenton Street Child Development Center
In these current troubling times when conflicts abound
with daily news of war, violence, racism and pain, our young
children are bombarded with messages that cause them
stress and fear. We can help equip them by looking back
to lessons many of us learned in our childhood. Explore
Mr. Roger’s lessons about life, conflict and being a good
neighbor.
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D.A.P.: From Theory to Practice
Room 306A, Capacity: 128
Age Group: Across Age/Grade
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Robin Pollard, Erin Brassell—Gaston College
Looking to become even more proficient with implementing
standards in your classroom? Discuss common early learning
standards for young children in North Carolina as well as
Developmentally Appropriate Practices. Explore whether
early learning standards are developmentally appropriate
and develop practical ways to incorporate DAP into daily
activities and experiences.
Sing, Play, and Learn!
A Dozen Strategies For Early Learning Success
Room 306B, Capacity: 128
Age Group: Preschool
Target Audience: Established
Julie Wells—Handwriting Without Tears
Focusing on a child’s need to play in a developmentally
appropriate environment, learn engaging strategies that
foster crucial Pre-K foundation skills along with readiness
skills and fine motor skill development for pencil grip,
coloring, drawing, letter recognition/formation, and name
writing. Discuss math concepts that include counting,
shapes, number recognition, and measurement. Multisensory strategies address children with diverse learning
abilities using music, movement, manipulatives, and current
technology. Learn effective easy-to-teach, easy-to-learn
strategies that foster early academic success in a joyful
environment. Come prepared to play!
“Byte” Size Information About The NC K-3 Formative
Assessment Process Technology Platform Reporting Tools
Room 306C, Capacity: 128
Age Group: School Age
Target Audience: Emerging, Established, Experienced
Mia Sherard, Leslie Simmons—
NC Department of Public Instruction
An interactive introduction to the NC K-3 Formative
Assessment Platform reports that guides educators through
the process of generating reports that can be used to
inform planning next steps. This “byte” size information
about various reports assists in understanding powerful data
that informs next steps for students’ learning. Learn how
to complete a Family Conference Form that helps guide
conversations about next steps in learning and development.
Bring your device and login information for the NC K-3
Formative Assessment Platform.

Documentation of Professional Development Credit Hours
(Please submit this form to your Director or School Administrator as proof of attendance. Keep a copy for your records.)

I, _____________________________________ certify that I attended all Sessions checked and/or listed below.
Attendee Name

NCaeyc Pre-Conference Sessions, Thursday, September 15
(Mark the appropriate check box for each session attended.)

q

Risk and Resilience: Promoting the Development of Emotional
and Behavioral Self-Regulation in Children Birth to Five

5.0 hours

q

Building on Foundations: Applying North Carolina’s Early Learning and
Development Standards to Support Children’s Growth and Development

5.0 hours

Friday Sessions, September 16

q

Session 1

1.5 hours

Title: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
Presenter: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Topic Area/Licensure Standard: _____________________________________________________________________

q
q

Keynote: Helping Caregivers, Parents, and Teachers Deal With Stress: Two Dozen Suggestions

1.5 hours

Session 2

1.5 hours

Title: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
Presenter: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Topic Area/Licensure Standard: _____________________________________________________________________

q

Session 3

1.5 hours

Title: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
Presenter: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Topic Area/Licensure Standard: _____________________________________________________________________

Saturday Sessions, September 17

q

Session 4

1.3 hours

Title: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
Presenter: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Topic Area/Licensure Standard: _____________________________________________________________________

q

Session 5

1.3 hours

Title: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
Presenter: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Topic Area/Licensure Standard: _____________________________________________________________________

q

Session 6

1.3 hours

Title: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
Presenter: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Topic Area/Licensure Standard: _____________________________________________________________________

DOCUMENTATION OF CREDIT HOURS

2016 NCaeyc Annual
Study Conference

Total Hours: __________
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Suzanne Hughes, NCaeyc Board President

with this Certificate of Attendance for the
2016 NCaeyc Annual Study Conference
September 15–17, 2016

(attendee name)

presents

The North Carolina Association
for the Education of Young Children

To help us plan for future Conferences, please respond to the following items using the scale provided below.
Place completed evaluation in the box at Registration.
Very
Satisfied

Satisfied
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Dissatisfied

Very
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q
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q

q
q

q
q

Your Professional Development Experience
1.

Information to plan your Conference experience
(email blasts, website information)

2. Registration process
3. Conference Program guiding your Conference
experience
4. Conference Center facility
5. Hotel options
6. Quality of Sessions
7. Session topics relevant to your work
8. Overall flow and organization of the Conference
9. Access to information and assistance
Special Events
10. Friday Keynote Session
11. Local Affiliate Corner
12. Advocacy Activities
13. Author Book Signing
14. DAP Showcase
15. Table Talks Resource Fair
16. NCaeyc Photobooth
17. Vendor Spotlight and Vendor Visits
Staff, Volunteers, Presenters and Sessions
18. Helpfulness of staff and volunteers
19. Professionalism of presenters

Conference Attendance
20. How did you find out about this year’s
Conference?

q Received email q My employer q From NAEYC/NCaeyc website
q From attending the 2015 Conference q Other ________________________

21. Who paid your Conference registration? q Self q Employer q Other _________________________________________
22. How important were the following factors in your decision to attend the Conference?
(Please rank the factors in order of priority from #1–5, with #1 being the most important to you.)

q Networking with other early care and education professionals
q Learning new practices/methods to use in my position
q Dates of Conference

q Requirements for contact hours
q Location of Conference

23. Are you a member of NCaeyc? q Yes q No
24. How likely are you to attend the 2017 NCaeyc Conference? q Very likely q Maybe q Not very likely

Additional Comments/Suggestions:

CONFERENCE EVALUATION

Conference Evaluation

BEING INTENTIONAL: CONNECTING PEOPLE, PRACTICE & POLICY | 45

NCaeyc thanks our
valued Sponsors

SPONSORS

NCaeyc’s Board of Directors and staff thank our sponsors for
their contributions. Please let them know how much their support
means to NC’s children, families and professionals.
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NCaeyc appreciates
our committed Partners
NCaeyc’s Board of Directors and staff thank our committed partners.
Please let them know how much their dedication means
to NC’s children, families and professionals.

PARTNERS
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Vendors
For easy access between sessions, vendors are located in the hallways of the 3rd Floor Main Level. Vendors help make
our NCaeyc Conference possible! Connect with them throughout the day and thank our vendors for their support.

Friday, September 16, 8:00 am – 5:30 pm
Saturday, September 17, 8:00 am – Noon
Abrams Learning Trends
16310 Bratton Lane, Suite 250
Austin, TX 78728
800-227-9120
www.abramslearningtrends.com
Early Childhood Education Materials—
PreK Curriculum, Literacy, Interventions

VENDORS

BSI Child Care Supply
5600 Union Road
Gastonia, NC 28056
704-917-7825
www.bsichildcaresupply.com
Diapers, wipes, cots, sheets,
janitorial supplies, paper products

Carolina Portrait Pros
www.carolinaportraitpros.com
Preschool photography company and
NCaeyc’s official Conference photographer

Chic Boutique

211 Amber Lane
Willow Spring, NC 27592
919-398-6124
Alcohol ink paintings and pendants, scrabble tile
pendants, all natural soaps, cherry pit packs,
American Girl doll clothes and accessories, etc.

Childcraft

W6316 Design Drive
Greenville. WI 54942
804-405-6619
Early Childhood educational essentials

Conscious Discipline
306 Cannon Gate Drive
Cary, NC 27518
919-454-8330
www.ConsciousDiscipline.com

Discount School Supply

2 Lower Ragsdale Drive, Suite 125
Monterey, CA 93940
919-280-6879
www.discountschoolsupply.com
Early childhood education materials and art supplies
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Elite Benefits Group
312 N. Church St.
Monroe, NC 28712
704-292-2920
Health Insurance

Felt Lady

134 East 217 Street
Euclid, OH 44123
216-375-7856
Crafted educational and Biblical feltboard kits

Fun Science

170 Lindbergh Dr.
Atlanta, GA 30305
404-579-8030
www.funsciencekits.com
Science Materials

Fundanoodle

1235-E. East Boulevard #147
Charlotte, NC 28203
704-302-5020
www.fundanoodle.com
Early education manipulatives and workbooks

Grand Canyon University
3300 W. Cambelback Road
Phoenix, AZ 85017
602-639-6390
www.gcu.edu
Brochures and information on higher education

Handwriting Without Tears

806 W. Diamond Avenue, Suite 230
Gaithersburg, MD 20878
301-263-2700
www.hwtears.com
The Get Set for School® Pre-K curriculum promotes
kindergarten readiness through playful learning with
multisensory hands-on materials, music, and developmentally appropriate teaching strategies. This award-winning
curriculum is easy to teach and easy to learn. Get Set for
School features Readiness & Writing, Language & Literacy
and Numbers & Math programs.

iActive Learning
8 West Third Street M7
Winston-Salem, NC 27101
336-831-1901 ext. 6
www.iactivelearning.com
Kaplan Profile Planner

Imagifriends

6650 Crescent Moon Court #208
Raleigh, NC 27606
919-798-1821
www.myimagiville.com
D.J.’s artwork and Imagifriend merchandise

Kaplan Early Learning
1310 Lewisville-Clemmons Road
Lewisville, NC 27023
800-334-2014
www.kaplan.com
Early Childhood Learning Materials

Lakeshore Learning

Learning Shop

2904 Maywood Road
Indianapolis, IN 46241
317-241-4777
Music, manipulatives and resource books

Pearson Clinical Assessment
1307 Sippihaw Drive
Fuquay-Varina, NC 27526
919-395-6333
Assessment measures, including DIAL-4

Real Time Pain Relief
207 Duncan Hill Court
Cary, NC 27518
919-749-4631
All natural pain relief lotions

Teaching Strategies
4500 East West Highway, Suite 300
Bethesda, MD 20814
301-634-0818 ext. 1172
www.teachingstrategies.com
The Creative Curriculum®for Preschool:
The Creative Curriculum®

The Graduation Place
PO Box 870301
Mesquite, TX 75187
800-618-5589
Children’s Graduation Items

University of Mount Olive
at Research Triangle Park
5001 S. Miami Boulevard
Durham, NC 27703
919-941-2970
www.umo.edu/rtp
Bachelor of Science Information

VENDORS

2695 E. Dominguez Street
Carson, CA 90895
310-337-8600 x2270
www.lakeshorelearning.com
Educational Materials

Usborne Books and more
1371 Farrington Road
Apex, NC 27523
919-387-9402
Developmentally age-appropriate
books for infants through teenagers

Vivi Jewelry

1309 Ballyclare Court
Raleigh, NC 27614
919-524-7115
Jewelry & Scarves

Walden University

650 S Exeter Street
Baltimore, MD 21202
678-575-8872
Professional Development, Online degree programs,
partnership tuition discounts, grant information.
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2017 CONFERENCE KEYNOTE

NCAEYC’S 2017 CONFERENCE
KEYNOTE ANNOUNCEMENT
Next Year’s Keynote
Speaker Is Enrique
Feldman, author of
the Sam The Ant books
Enrique is an Artist and Educator who’s influence is
worldwide. His highlights include:
•• Founder and Director of Education,
Global Learning Foundation
•• Co-Author of the Children’s Book Series, Sam the Ant

Watch
for exciting
announcements
later this fall about
special professional
development webinars
with Enrique
for NCaeyc
members!

•• Creator, iBG, Intellectual Brainwave Games
•• Senior Facilitator, Arts Integration Solutions
•• Producer and Performing Artist, Kaleidoscope, a
new children’s album for building language and
embracing diversity
•• Producer, The Tree and the Wind, music for brain
games and breathing
•• Co-Creator and Performing Artist for the theatrical show,
The Inner Journey
•• 2-Time Grammy Nominated Artist and Composer

Websites:
•• www.enriquecfeldman.com
•• Children’s Books, Music and Brain Games:

www.samtheant.com

Other Resources for
Teachers and Parents
•• Free Children’s Videos for engaging authentic dialogue,
critical thinking and creative problem solving
•• Origin Stories of Sam the Ant and Antventures

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCz1JSaWk9lndNscnPjQGDTQ

“I’m looking forward to sharing perspective, passion
and play with all of you in North Carolina!”
“Espero con gran éxito compartir la perspectiva, pasión,
y el juego con todos ustedes en North Carolina!”

Future NCaeyc Annual Conference Dates:
2017: September 14 – 16
2018: September 13 – 15
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2019: September 12 – 14
2020: October 1 – 3
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Let The
Memories
Begin

visit us at

www.carolinaportraitpros.com
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Be a Part of the
Be Active Kids Network
Dedicated to improving the health of
North Carolina Children ages birth to five.

Play
Initiatives

Continuing
Education
Webinars
Resources
Technical
Assistance

September 16, 17, 18

NC PlayDaze

Train-the-Trainer
Sessions

SUMMER 2017

Early Childhood
Physical Activity
Institute
www.beactivekids.org
facebook.com/beactivekids
pinterest.com/beactivekidsnc

® Registered Mark of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina is an independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.
© 2014 Blue Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina Foundation. All Rights Reserved.
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We are proud to support

NCAEYiC
We're Your Best Source for
Early Childhood Products & Services!
• Educational Materials for Birth through Elementary
• Quality, Solid Wood Furniture
• Kaplan Truck Delivery & Classroom Setup
• Turnkey Playground Design & Installation
• Professional Development - Both Online & Onsite
For more information, contact:

Art Guye
Eastern NC
1-800-334-2014, ext. 5070
ag uye@kaplanco.com

Brian Kennedy
Western NC
1-800-334-2014, ext. 5140
bkennedy@kaplanco.com

EARLY LEARNING

COMPANY

1-800-334-2014 • www.kaplanco.com

